Race in now for a 3-seater leather lounge and 


Enjoy supercharged savings as Adnatic Furmiture goes "hell for leather” to move as many of our selected genuine leather lounges 


as fast as we can. But this offer must end Sunday 6th May, so like our lounges, ‘you'll néed to be quick. 
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LEAGUE: 


INFEUENCESMONSICAREER: Sam 
‘SAV = 


EUNNIESTERUMOURWOUWE}HEARDJABOUT; 


YOURSELF:sThat{limjfunny, 


BIGGEST 
WHICHRERERSONSINETHERWOREDRWOULD 


FOOTBALLFAMBITION:kToycompete\with}the 
YY OU]JMOSTLIKE TO)/MEET)7):|Michael(Jordan 


Meyer4Dusan)Brnovicyand|Eddie\Krncevic 
best(l{[cantand|to}learnjandjimprovey: 


FAVOURITE} HOLIDAYARESORT:|Belgrade’ 
FAVOURITE|NIGHTSPOT:(Car/park 


IDEAL)DATE:|Eva\Mendez 
LASTSSOCCERISHIRTYOUJBOUGHT: 


FAVOURITE|MUSIC:/Eminemjand)2pac 
FAVOURITE/FIEM:|/Backtojthe}Future 
YOURSTIPAFORGTHISRYEAR 
Oakleigh{Cannons)willfgofclose 


HOBBIES:|Getting[out{ofjthe}house 
FAVOURITEsT|VASHOWS:|Punked 


linaWoli 


Pacino’ 


AnthonyjHopkinsyEdward|Nortonfand/Ange- 


FAVOURITE|EOODS:{Scotchifillet\with}mush= 
room'sauceyand|home\cooked/meals: 


WHATVARESYOUR\WEAKNESSES:sTooymany, 
FAVOURITEWACTOR/ACTRESS:WAI 


WHATWARESYOURSSTRENGTHS:—Speedfand 
to)mention*® 


Thy PICALIMATCHEDAYAMEAL:§Nothingiitoo: 
reading|theygamer 


heavy: 
FAVOURITE(OTHER\SRPORTSPERSON: 


FAVOURITE \TEAM\WHENIGROWINGIUP: 
FAVOURITE{OTHER{SPORTS:|Basketball 
Michaelordan 


FAVOURITEMAWAYAGROUND: South Mel- 
Red({Star/Belgradeyand(Chelsea 


MOSTDIFFICULTSOPPONENT:(Green\Gully, 
bourne 


WORS Ts INJURY: Neverjinjuredforawhen)pay, 


CEN EnKISOCI 
SUPERSTITIONS:|None 


RealjMadrid)\vsyPatrizan}Belgradey(Champi- 
ons}league)10-Ofandithe¥stadium)nearly/fell 
MOST|MEMORABLE\GOALBYOUWVE'SCORED: 
First{goalfingthe,VPL™3DribbledFsix@players 
andf¥smashedjitjinto}the}topycornergagainst 


Frankston)Pines: 
Altona¥Magicjinyextraltimejinythey2006aVPE 


BIGGESTyDISAPPOINTMENT:|osingfagainst 
Semi-Final? 


FUNNIES TS MOMENT@INSEOOTBALL:\Watch- 


MOS Taj MEMORABLESMATCHWASMAWEAN: 
ing\VPMreplaysyon|(Chy31" 


MOSTs MEMORABLE IMATCHYASJAVPLAYER: 
PlayinggatiRed{StarJBelgrade¥Stadiumgand 
the¥Colonial{Stadium¥derbyfmatch} between 
SouthjMelbourne¥and#jMelbourne¥Knights: 
We}losti1-0! 


FAVOURITES CURRENT MSOCCEROO:@Brett 


iTrimboli 
Emerton 


WOFK@Beograd|(Serbia) 


REPRESENTATIVE] HONOURS:|Underi12}Vic- 


torian|State\team* 
FAVOURITERSEORMER@SOCCEROO:MPaul 


FAVOURITE(O/S]PEAYER:§Eto}(Barcalona) 


FAVOURITIE\V-EEAGUE|PLAYER: 


CHIEDHOOD)FOOTBALLAHERO:|Maradona 
NickSabljak 


OCCUPATIONIOUTSIDEJOF/JFOOTBALL:|Per- 
PREVIOUSICLEUBS:}Port|Melbourne¥Sharks: 


‘sonalslrainer/Sales: 


CAR:§InimyAdreams:sylinormallyAgcatch}ithe 
NICKNAME:{Seba 


FULLSNAME:|SebastianyBranislav4Petrovic, 
bus! 


BIRTHPRLACE:|Melbourne 
BIRTHIDATE:{Sth|Octobers1982 


HEIGHT: 181 cms 


WEIGHT:§74kg 
LIVES:/Melbourne 
South}Melbourne 


MARRIED:|No 
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Soccer Hotlines 

Foxtel Cup Details Page 
South v Altona 

Kingston v Lions 
Suburbs v Zebras 
Bergers v AIS 

Eagles v Cannons 
Georgies v White Eagles 
Cavaliers v Knights 
Royals v Blues 

Division One 

Katsa’s Korner 

WPL 

Boo’s World 

Succeroo: Pom’s Home View 


Football Focus 


o AN OO oO PP W 


11 
12 
13 
15 
17 
18 
20 
21 

23 


SOECERTMOMUINES 


VPL TRANSFER NEWS 


Melbourne Knights 


The FFV transfer window opens up for a 
month on Tuesday and clubs have already 
begun preparing to bolster their respec- 
tive squads. Below is a list of activities that 

ave so far taken place. No doubt more 
will soon follow. 


Altona Magic 


In: Saso Aleksovsko (Radnicki, Macedonia) 
Out: Zia Younan (Springvale White Eagles), 
Chris Rachkovski (Thomastown Devils) 


Essendon Royals 


In: Fahed Algahazaly (Sunshine Georgies) 
Out: None 


In: Yet to be confirmed. 
Out: Speaking to two South Korean players 
(pending) 


Oakleigh Cannons 


In: None 
Out: None 


In: In talks with a couple of players, but 
nothing confirmed as yet. 

Out: erhan Karahan (Heidelberg United), 
Alejandro Arregin (Released) 


Fawkner Blues Richmond City 


In: None 
Out: In talks with a couple of players, but 
nothing confirmed as yet. 


Green Gully 


In: None 
Out: None 


Heidelberg United 


In: Erhan Karahan (Preston Lions), Daniel 
Primrose (Pascoe Vale) 
Out: Theo Constantinou (Released) 


Kingston City 


In: Andy Ross (Richmond), Joey Di Iorio 
(Richmond — subject to transfer terms) 
Out: None 


RICHMOND EAGLES SOCCER CLUB 
HOT MEALS - $10.00 


Every Wednesday after 7.00pm 
Come and meet the soccer stars 


In: In talks with a couple of players, but 
nothing confirmed as yet. 

Out: Joey Di Iorio (Kingston City — sub- 
ject to transfer terms), Veton Korcarevski 
(South Dandenong) 


South Melbourne 


In: Looking for a goalkeeper after Dean 
Anastasiadis ruled out for the season due to 
knee injury. 

Out: Dino Djulbic (Pending move to Perth 
Glory) 


Sunshine Georgies 


In: Reg Davani (Auckland City FC, NZ). 
Out: Fahed Algahazaly (Essendon Royals) 


Kick 


RRREKERERERERERERERERERER 


NEXT FUNCTION 


“GREEK TAVERN NIGHT” ~~ 


Mid Season Dance 
SATURDAY 30TH JUNE, 2007 
from 7.00PM 


RKKRERERERERERERERERERERER 


Richmond Eagles Club Room 


F R Smith Drive 


RICHMOND 


RICHMOND 


Kevin Bartlett Reserve 


Richmond 
melways 45 A12 
Tel 9818 5414 


Bye, bye AIS? 
Big rumour doing the rounds at the min- 
ute suggests that the AIS will not play in 
Premier League next season. We under- 
stand that Football Federation Victoria is 
aware of this but the cone of silence has 
descended upon its Northcote headquar- 
ters. 
FFV recently announced that four clubs 
would be relegated from Premier League 
at the end of the season but if our informa- 
tion about the AIS is true, then it’s likely that 
the idea of four clubs going down into First 
Division may have to be revamped. If that 
eventuates then there will be a knock-on ef- 
fect throughout the leagues. 
The AIS started the season brightly and was 
unlucky not to come away with a point from 
its opening encounter with Richmond, whose 
coach Phil Stubbins was impressed with the 
teenage outfit and suggested that it would 
hold its own in the league. 
Since then the AIS deservedly beat Spring- 


vale White Eagles 1-0, Whittlesea Zebras 2- 
0, then lost to Preston Lions and Kingston 
before drawing 2-2 with Western Suburbs 
and winning 2-0 against Sunshine Georgies. 


Aurora sees the light 
Foxtel’s signing as major sponsor of the 
Premier League was warmly received by 
participant clubs but at least three clubs 
have since expressed reservations about 
the alleged financial gap between Foxtel’s 
contribution and that of previous sponsor 
Vodafone. 

We have been unable to get exact figures but 
have been told that Vodafone put up around 
$200,000 last season whereas the Foxtel 
‘sling’ is mooted to be around the $55,000 
mark. 

“At least there are other benefits which will 
accrue as a result of Foxtel’s involvement,” 
said a prominent club official at one of the 
five Greek-backed outfits in the league. “I ex- 
pect Foxtel to advertise the league and down 


Ww 


Springvale White Eagles 


In: Zia Younan (Altona Magic), Brian Mur- 
phy (Kilkenny FC, Ireland) 
Out: None 


Above: Former Young Socceroo, Joey Di lorio, 
looks to be heading back to “The Grange”. 


Western Suburbs 


In: None 
Out: Bill Daglis (Waverley Wanderers) 


Whittlesea Zebras 


In: None 
Out: In talks with a couple of players, but 
nothing confirmed as yet. 


Career Opportunities 


start a career in 


Sport Journalism and 
photography with Goal! Weekly 


Interested? | 


Give us a call 9645 1440 


the track I wouldn’t be surprised if we see 
a highlights package on air which would be 
tremendous for the competition,” he added. 
In fact, in March, Foxtel’s Aurora Channel 
(183 on Foxtel’s digital platform) started 
televising the Australian Premier League 
Show. The half-hour Thursday evening pro- 
gram expanded to an hour in April and in- 
cludes highlights from top-tier competitions 
across the country, including New South 
Wales, South Australia and Victoria. 


Blasby joins FFV 


Peter Blasby is FFV’s new goalkeeping 
coach. The former Melbourne Croatia and 
Heidelberg (Fitzroy) United star beat a hot 
field to land the plumb position. Blasby will 
oversee the goalkeeping development at all 
levels of the game, from junior representa- 
tives to seniors. 


— CRAIG MACKENZIE 


Monday 20 April 2007 
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The Top Marksmen 


A 
11 
9 


PT 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Green Gully Cavaliers 


Georgioski, Blaze 
Preston Lions 


7 goals 
Essendon Royals 10 Masi, Esala 
Richmond 14 a eae 
Preston Lions 7 
Heidelberg United 13 SAE ineTAce 
Kingston City 11 ats 


Altona Magic 
Melbourne Knights 
A.L.S 


Pelikan, Anthony 
Oakleigh Cannons 
5 goals 


il 
jal 


OCOD DMDDDDDADDADADDAWOO Y 
SCANMUNNNHONWWHWAAAAAS 
BRNNM WOK 3 RROD WO ANN WO TG 
=x SN ee ee ee ee 
OnMmoKROB@FON BN NT 


15 
14 
14 
13 
12 
11 
11 
9 10 
10 
10 
10 
9 
9 
8 
5 
4 


RURWHWONDANHD A WWAWNNAE 


Sunshine Georgies 9 11 Lagana, Frankie M 
Essendon Royals 
Fawkner Blues The a's A gtale 
South Melbourne 10 13 ree 
: ilo, Juan 
Whittlesea Zebras 6 11 Oakleigh Cannons 
. . goals 
Springvale White Eagles 113 
Western Suburbs 4 10 Pilic, David 
Fawkner Blues 


Richmond Eagles 4 - 1 Oakleigh Cannons 


Kingston City v 


Melbourne Knights 


Essendon Royals 2 - 1 Fawkner Blues Richmond Eagles — v Oakleigh Sulemani, Xhezair 
South Melbourne 1 - 3 Altona Magic The Grange Re- Cannons — Richmond 
Heidelberg United 3 - 0 AIS serve Fri 4 May Knights Stadium 4 goals 


Green Gully Cavaliers 1 - 0 Melbourne Knights 
Sunshine Georgies 2 - 1 Springvale White Eagles 


Kingston City 0 - 0 Preston Lions 
Western Suburbs 0 - 1 Whittlesea Zebras 


RESERVE DETAILS 


Port Melbourne 0 Frankston Pines 1, Southern Stars 0 Casey Comets 1, Brunswick City 
2 North Geelong Warriors 0, Langwarrin 5 Bentleigh Greens 0, Westgate 0 Dandenong 


SOME MOMENTS R 


SPECIALISES IN 


8:15PM 


Altona Magic v 
Essendon Royals 
Paisley Park 

Sat 5 May 5:30PM 


Springvale White 


Sun 6 May 3:00PM 


Preston Lions v 
Western Suburbs 
BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 6 May 3:00PM 


A.I.S v South Mel- 


FQUIRE THE BEST 


WEDDINGS POTRAITS SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY 


Armenian, Hamlet 
Whittlesea Zebras 
3 goals 


Becvinovski, Saso 


Altona Magic 
Thunder 1, St. Albans Saints 1 Coburg Utd 2 P 
Eagles v Heidel- bourne . 3 goals 
PWD _L F APT berg United Bob Jane Stadium 
a es ll a : : : : . : . White Eagles Stdm Sun 6 May 4:30PM 
elbourne Knights : 
Oakleigh Cannons 85 12 21 13 16 Sat 5 May 7:00PM Catalano, Michael 
Heidelberg United 7 5 0 2 12 12 15 Essendon Royals 
Green Gully Cavaliers 7412 15 9 13 Fawkner Blues v Whittlesea Zebras 3 goals 
Western Suburbs 8 41 3 16 11 13 Green Gully v Sunshine Geor- 
Sunshine Georgies 8 41 3 15 13 13 CB Smith Reserve gies 
Fawkner Blues 8 4 1 3 12 13 13 : . 
Richmond 8323 14 15 11 Sun 6 May 3:00PM —_ Epping Soccer Siam Curcija, Michael 
Kingston City 8323 8 1411 Mon 7 May 8:15PM Altona Magic 
Whittlesea Zebras 8 305 16 17 9 3 goals 
V.LS 7223 8 9 8 
Essendon Royals 8 2 15 10 17 7 
Preston Lions 8 13 4 12 16 3 


Call Daniel Flis 
0419 317 257 
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SOUTH 
MELBOURNE 


1-3 


ALTONA 
MAGIC 


The Altona Magic have defeated a gallant 
but unlucky South Melbourne outfit by 3 
goals to 1, in front of a healthy crowd at 
Bob Jane Stadium on Sunday. 

South started brightly surging 
forward almost immediately, when Brazilian 
maestro Fernando was released into space 
just outside the area. 

The midfielder launched a cracking 
drive onto the target, with veteran goalkeeper 
Bojo Jevdevic coming to Altona’s rescue 
with a great save to his left. 

Jevdevic was called into action once 
again in the fifth minute when a sublime ball 
by Fernando found striker Nathan Caldwell, 
who hit a well struck drive into the arms of 
the waiting keeper. 

In the tenth minute, Altona pushed 
forward against the run of play, where 
experienced midfielder Daniel Vasilevski 
played a well weighted through ball into the 
path of Koce Delev. 

Delev, with only the keeper to beat, 
placed a brilliant shot onto the target and 
past the outstretched Miladen Tosic in goals, 
giving his side a 1-0 advantage. 

South, who looked somewhat shell- 
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MAGIC DEFEATS SOUTH 
IN GRAND FINAL REPLAY 


Jevdevic saves Altona in a superb display of keeping 


shocked, responded in the twentieth minute 
when they were given a free kick just outside 
the area. From the free kick, the quick 
thinking Fernando, played an early ball into 
the unmarked Ricky Diaco, with the former 
A-League star hitting a first time drive past 
the keeper, putting his side back on level 
terms. 

South should have taken the lead 

in the 28th minute, when a lovely sweeping 
move culminated in Nathan Caldwell finding 
himself in acres of space inside the area, with 
absolutely nobody marking him. 
To the disbelief of all fans at the ground, 
the former Melbourne Knights striker hit 
the shot directly at the feet of the stationary 
keeper. 

Just before the break, Jevdevic 
once again pulled off a series of sublime 
saves within the five minutes, where both 
Caldwell and Diaco had their shots foiled 
by the experienced campaigner, who was at 
that point having an absolute blinder in the 
Altona goal. 

The second half started where the 
first half finished, with Jevdevic continuing 


to be a rock, saving a point blank strike from 
Fernando in the moments just after half 
time. 

In the 60th minute, Altona had a 

rare foray forward, when captain Vasilevski 
was played into acres of space along the 
right hand side of the park. 
Looking up, Vasilevski played a sensational 
ball into the box, causing mass confusion 
amongst the South Melbourne defence, 
culminating in Ramazan forcing the ball into 
the open net. 

With South 2-1 down, Diaco looked 
to take matters into his own hands and had 
two inventive strikes hit wide of the target in 
both the 71st and 76th minutes after turning 
the defence inside out on both occasions. 

South had arguably its best chance 
of the game in the 77th minute, when a 
storming run by substitute Yusef was finished 
by a superb ball being played into the path of 
Bill Natisoulas. 

To the complete dismay of the 
home supporters, Natsioulas hit his shot into 
the arms of the man of the match Jevdevic, 
who pulled off the save of the round. 


Altona then burst down to the other 
end and after some confusion between the 
defence and inexperienced keeper Tosic, the 
ball fell to the open Vasilevski who hit his 
strike into the open net, sending the 3 points 
to Paisley Park. 

Altona’s relieved coach Vlado 
Tortevski was pleased with the result, re- 
affirming that his side “was sensational in 
their efforts” and that he “hoped that this 
could turn his side’s fortunes around for the 
rest of the season”. 

On the other hand South defender 
Dino Djulbic claimed that “we were unlucky 
but next week we will lift with the addition of 
Tansel Baser, who returns from suspension. 
We have missed his experience so far in the 
middle of the park”. 


Man of the Match: 
Bojo Jevdevic 
(Altona Magic) 
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KINGSTON 
CITY 


0-0 


PRESTON 
LIONS 


In a match which never reached any 
great heights a lucklustre performance by 
Kingston and Preston endewd in a nil all 
draw at the Grange today. 

Though Preston dominated the 
possession stakes throughout most of the 
game it was all for nought as none of that 
possession was transferred to any advantage 
for them as it was all bogged down to the 
middle of the park. 

Preston could have taken the lead 
the as early as the 2nd minute but Lazarevski 
could only parry the ball to Kingston keeper 
Andrews from inside the penalty area. 
Neither team did enough throughout the 90 
minutes that would sugest that they wanted to 
win the game, there was no urgency in their 
build up play or in the way that they tackled, 
it semed as if both teams were happy to play 
in the safety of the midfield. 

Sivevski , Gasparis and Georgievski 
all saw a great amount of the ball but 
Preston’s flat footed attack meant that all 
their possession was going to waist as it was 
being pased from one to the other for large 
periods of time. Chances were few and far in 
between, and when one presented itself the 
Preston strike force was half hearted at best in 
trying to do something with it. 

Preston dominated the possession 
from the onset and Kingston coach Hennessy 
flooded his midfield in an effort to get the ball 
off Preston. During this time Acevski in the 
Preston goal was vitual bystander. 

Kingston gave a better account of 
themselves in the second half and would 
consider themselves lucky not to have behind 
when a Sapazovski shot at goal after some 
great work on the left by Sterjovski went 
narrowly wide. This was followed by another 
great chance when in a packed Kingston 
penalty area an unmarked Lions attacker 
failed to connect properly with the Kingston 
goal gaping open in front of him.. 

Kingston almost stole the three 
points when presented with 2 great chances of 
their own the best being when Acevski saved 
acrobatically from Vulic near the end of the 
game. 
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Lacklustre display at Grange Reserve 
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WESTERN 
SUBURBS 


This was a clash which pitted the current 
bottom two teams in the league as Western 
Suburbs welcomed Whittlesea to Ralph 
Reserve with both teams desperate for a 
win which would kick start their rise up the 
ladder. It would be the Zebras who would 
come out on top in a narrow 1-0 victory. 

The game started off in a really dull 
fashion with neither team looking like they 
were going to entertain the small crowd of a 
couple of hundred people. Suburbs had the 
best of the early going but any chances they 
did have were restricted to long speculative 
shots and corners which really petered to 
nothing. Influential early on in the game was 
Suburbs’ veteran, Lorenz Kidtner who was 
pulling the strings all over the park for the 
home side, and if they were to create anything 
then he would have a pivotal role in it. Sadly 
he faded from the game as it progressed and 
the Zebras, wary of his influence, kept a tight 
reign on him. 

As the half ambled on it was the 
Zebras who began to dictate the pace of 
the game, and through Ross Antoniadis, 
Steve Martin and the hard working Hamlet 
Armenian, they gradually arrested control 
and for the rest of the game never really 
relinquished it. Half time nil all and not a lot 
to write home about for either coach. 

Second half largely showed why 
Suburbs find themselves winless this season 
after eight games because they are a team 
which lacked attacking imagination, and 
forsake the odd fleeting glimpse of Kidtner 
and the hard working Igor Khrapko, Suburbs 
generally weren’t much of a threat. 

All the pushing was being done by 
the Zebras and they were finding space and 


exploiting it without getting too many clear | 
chances. However, if a goal was to come, J 


the Zebras would be the team to score it. 
Midway through the second half the Zebras 
were rewarded for their superiority when a 
shot taken from about 22 yards out stung the 
hands and chest of Stephan Gal. Gal failed to 
hold the ball and it bounced off his chest to 
a grateful Hamlet Armenian who lashed the 
ball into the back of Gal’s net and wheeled off 
in celebration of this goal which proved to be 
the winner. 

For the remainder of the game the 
Zebras were content to just eat the clock up 
and push forward when possible. Suburbs 
to their credit, huffed and puffed, but never 
really looked likely to square the ledger. As 
the referee’s whistle echoed around the Ralph 
Reserve the Zebra management staff could 
well be satisfied with a job well done and look 
forward to next week when they entertain 
the Sunshine Georgies at Epping Stadium. 
Western Suburbs next week will need to call 
upon all its strength and pride as they have 
in themselves to save their season as they 
travel to the BT Connor Reserve to take on 
the Preston Lions. 
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ZEBRAS WIN 
CELLAR BATTLE 


Suburbs prepare for long season ahead 


Zebra’s Keeper, Ken Gerohristodoulou in action yesterday 


Monday 20 April 2007 


HEIDELBERG 
WARRIORS 


Heidelberg have ended their run of poor 
home form with a commanding display 
over the AIS in their Foxtel Cup tie, the 
home side proving far too strong and taking 
the three points with a comprehensive 3-0 
victory. 

The “Bergers hit the lead after only 
six minutes, some atrocious defending by 
the AIS back men allowing Tony Ouliaris 
to pounce on the ball, and only needing to 
maintain his composure he slotted the ball 
past a helpless Andrew Redmayne in the AIS 
goal. 

Heidelberg fans were soon dealt 

a blow, with playmaker and captain Andy 
Vlahos replaced by Peter Kotsopoulos after 
he appeared to receive a knock less than a 
quarter of an hour into the contest. 
A golden opportunity for the AIS to pull level 
was squandered in the 16th minute, striker 
Daniel Mullen missing from close range after 
a searching run by the Institute’s Isaka Cernak 
down the right flank. 

It may have been a cold night at the 
Olympic Park Village ground, but there was 
plenty of heat in the tackling as the home side 
sought to impose their physical presence on 
the match. Tempers began to fray as the AIS 
boys became frustrated by their opponent’s 
hard and heavy tackling; the referee managing 
to keep a calm head as a scuffle appeared 
likely between goal scorer Ouliaris and the 
AIS’s Matthew Mullen. 

AIS spent much of the opening 
period camped in their own half, as the more 
experienced Heidelberg midfielders were able 
to control the tempo of the game and use the 
wits of the ground to stretch their opposition. 

As half time approached, a mistake 
by Bergers’ keeper Pasi Schwalger almost cost 
the home side dearly — a miss hit attempted 
clearance failed to make it beyond the penalty 
area, the keeper no doubt grateful that his 
error caught both AIS strikers by surprise. 

Heidelberg continued to press for a 
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AIS feels the heat at the Village 


second goal, Kotsopolous involved in almost 
every attacking move; the stocky striker foiled 
on no less than three occasions by Redmayne 
who were solid in goal for the visitors. 

The second halfbegan in scintillating 
fashion, Heidelberg doubling their advantage 
after only two minutes with a brilliant set- 
piece play. A pinpoint free kick from Nick 
Sabljak on the edge of the area found Robert 
Liparoti; the rangy defender rising high above 
the AIS markers and guiding his header home 
from point blank range. 

Minutes later, claims for a penalty 
were waivedaside after Nick Marinos appeared 
to be bundled over in the area, some clumsy 
defending by the AIS lucky not to present the 
home side with a chance to bury the visitors. 
Schwalger was doing his best to entertain an 
enthusiastic crowd, the charismatic keeper 
fumbling an AIS corner but following it up 
and dribbling the ball to well outside his area 
before sending it up field. 

Heidelberg continued to look 
dangerous from every set-piece, Sabljak 
causing nightmares for the Institute with every 
precise cross into the area. It was no surprise 
that “Bergers’ third goal came about from yet 
another free kick; Liparoti’s looping header 
caught Redmayne off his line, and despite the 
keeper’s best efforts to scurry back, the ball 
had crossed the line of the underside of the bar 
with only 63 minutes played. 

Within three minutes, Schwalger 
again threatened to allow AIS back into the 
contest, his clumsy attempt to clear the ball 
following an AIS corner fell to Matthew 
Mullen, who failed to hit the target with the 
goalmouth beckoning. 

The eccentric stopper was in the action ninety 
seconds later, a comedy of errors no doubt 
failing to amuse Coach Doug Hodgson. 
Rushing to clear an AIS long ball, Schwalger 
suddenly realised he was outside his area and 
hurriedly headed the ball straight to Matthew 
Mullen, who’s shot could only find the outside 


Berger Jim Drossos 
takes on his marker 
down the left wing. 


of the left upright with Schwalger sprawled 
on the ground some twenty yards away from 
his line. 
Post match, Hodgson was quick to defend 
Heidelbergs’ first choice keeper. “You’re are 
only as good as your last game and he kept 
a clean sheet...goal keepers are vulnerable at 
times but he’s got a call-up at international 
level this week and we’ ll stick by him.” 
“Overall the AIS are very fit... 
we knew they were going to run for ninety 
minutes, and I'll give credit where its due, 
we worked hard the whole match and we’re 


creeping up to where we need to be,” claimed 
the ‘Bergers coach. 

AIS coach Steven O’Connor was 
upbeat despite his side’s loss. “We’ve just got 
to be steadier on the ball, we got our selves 
into trouble a lot. We probably could have 
scored a couple, and [in the second half] 
started to control the play a bit better...its up 
to our guys to learn to adjust.” 


Man of the Match 
Robert Liparoti 
(Heidelberg United) 


Heidelberg’s George Goutzioulis goes close 
on goals as AIS ‘keeper, Andrew Redmayne 
prepares to guard his net. 
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OAKLEIGH 
CANNONS 


High flying Oakleigh Cannons crashed to 
their first loss of the season and heaviest 
defeat in almost two years in a 4-1 loss to 
a young Richmond Eagles side at Kevin 
Bartlett Reserve on Friday night. 

A shell shocked Cannons found 

themselves 3-0 behind and down to 10 men 
at the break following a withering opening 
burst by the home team. 
The Eagles, smarting from a heavy loss the 
previous week away to Preston Lions, began 
with three players up front. They found just 
the start they were hoping for when one of 
those forwards, last year’s Premier League 
Under 21 Player of the Year, Daniel Visevic, 
launched the first strike hitting the target 
after just two minutes. His 25 metre drive 
flashed past Cannons keeper Stuart Webster 
after skidding off a wet surface. 

Just four minutes later, Visevic 
was instrumental in the next goal delivering 
a through ball for Eagles speedster Henry 
Fa’arodo to finish. The Cannons had chanc- 
es to strike back when Esala Masi and then 
Marcus Stergiopoulos found themselves in 
good positions but couldn’t convert. 


Cannons’ 
midfielder, 
Anthony Pelikan, 
sees red after been 
given his marching 
orders by referee 
Hakan Anaz. 
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EAGLES’ BLITZKRIEG 
DESTROYS CANNONS 


Cannons cop a wake-up call at KB Reserve 


Fa’arodo then tripled his goal tally for the 
season, and gave the Eagles a seemingly in- 
surmountable lead, with his second goal on 
the half hour. Semir Semic stole possession 
out on the right flank and delivered the ball 
to Fa’arodo who cut back inside his defend- 
er and fired low from the edge of the box, 
inside Webster’s near post. 
Just before the break, the Cannons lost An- 
thony Pelikan to a red card after he retaliated 
when Eagles defender Steve Burton fell on 
top of him. 
Cannons coach Stuart Munro introduced ex- 
perienced duo Pablo Cardozo and Michael 
Panopoulos into the midfield after the break, 
replacing defenders Anton Kovacic and Sam 
Poutakidis. They had an immediate effect as 
both used their skill on the ball and their 
passing ability to orchestrate play through 
the middle. Cardozo gave the visitors hopes 
of a revival with a headed goal in the SIst 
minute following a Masi assist from a cor- 
ner. 

In a bid to shore up the midfield, 
Richmond coach Phil Stubbins replaced 
striker Nick Kalambokis with midfielder Si- 


mon Webster and also pulled Fa’arodo into 
the midfield leaving Visevic up front as a 
lone striker. 

The Eagles withstood the Can- 
nons surge and eventually the home team 
reverted to a two man attack when striker 
Xhezair Sulemani replaced a tiring Visevic 
and Fa’rodo pushed up. As the league leader 
threw men forward for a set piece, they were 
exposed at the back when, in the 86th min- 
ute, Sulemani found himself through on goal 
on a counterattack. He had the luxury of a 
second chance to deliver the coup de grace. 

Eagles coach Stubbins said after 
the game, “ Just ecstatic because we played 
a fantastic side in Oakleigh. We changed a 
lot of things mentally this week, in terms of 
how we approached the game. Our aggres- 
sion at the ball was far better than the week 
before against Preston. We decided to press 
them instead of sitting back. We played three 
up front in the first half when we decided 
to take the game to them and I thought that 
might catch them out a little bit, in terms 
of surprise. That worked for us with young 
Daniel scoring early. We frustrated them to 


the point where they got a man sent off just 
before half time, so all round I don’t think 
we could’ve planned it much better against 
an opposition as talented as Oakleigh. It’s 
their first loss and to beat them as we did is 
very pleasing.” 

Cannons coach Munro said, “ I’m 
not going to take any credit away from Rich- 
mond. They took advantage of a very poor 
performance by Oakleigh in the first half. 
There’s times in the season when we’ ll have 
an off day and we had a real off day today 
especially in the first half and we’ll accept 
that. Sometimes you need a jolt like that to 
give you a reality check. We were sitting on 
top of the league without really perform- 
ing great this year. We have done for two 
or three games, but not enough this season. 
We’re far away from being the finished ar- 
ticle. If it takes a defeat like that to wake us 
up, then we’ ll accept it.” 


Man of the match: 
Henry Fa’arodo (Richmond) 


Young Eagle, Daniel Visevic, opened 
the scoring shortly after the kick-off. 
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OAKLEIGH 
CANNONS 


High flying Oakleigh Cannons crashed to 
their first loss of the season and heaviest 
defeat in almost two years in a 4-1 loss to 
a young Richmond Eagles side at Kevin 
Bartlett Reserve on Friday night. 

A shell shocked Cannons found 

themselves 3-0 behind and down to 10 men 
at the break following a withering opening 
burst by the home team. 
The Eagles, smarting from a heavy loss the 
previous week away to Preston Lions, began 
with three players up front. They found just 
the start they were hoping for when one of 
those forwards, last year’s Premier League 
Under 21 Player of the Year, Daniel Visevic, 
launched the first strike hitting the target 
after just two minutes. His 25 metre drive 
flashed past Cannons keeper Stuart Webster 
after skidding off a wet surface. 

Just four minutes later, Visevic 
was instrumental in the next goal delivering 
a through ball for Eagles speedster Henry 
Fa’arodo to finish. The Cannons had chances 
to strike back when Esala Masi and then 
Marcus Stergiopoulos found themselves in 
good positions but couldn’t convert. 


Cannons 
midfielder, 
Anthony Pelikan, 
sees red after been 
given his marching 
orders by referee 
Hakan Anaz. 
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Oakleigh suffers first defeat of the season 


Fa’arodo then tripled his goal tally for the 
season, and gave the Eagles a seemingly 
insurmountable lead, with his second goal on 
the half hour. Semir Semic stole possession 
out on the right flank and delivered the ball 
to Fa’arodo who cut back inside his defender 
and fired low from the edge of the box, inside 
Webster’s near post. 

Just before the break, the Cannons 

lost Anthony Pelikan to a red card after 
he retaliated when Eagles defender Steve 
Burton fell on top of him. 
Cannons coach Stuart Munro introduced 
experienced duo Pablo Cardozo and Michael 
Panopoulos into the midfield after the break, 
replacing defenders Anton Kovacic and Sam 
Poutakidis. They had an immediate effect as 
both used their skill on the ball and their 
passing ability to orchestrate play through 
the middle. Cardozo gave the visitors hopes 
of a revival with a headed goal in the SIst 
minute following a Masi assist from a 
corner. 

In a bid to shore up the midfield, 
Richmond coach Phil Stubbins replaced 
striker Nick Kalambokis with midfielder 


Simon Webster and also pulled Fa’arodo 
into the midfield leaving Visevic up front as 
a lone striker. 

The Eagles withstood the Cannons 
surge and eventually the home team reverted 
to a two man attack when striker Xhezair 
Sulemani replaced a tiring Visevic and 
Fa’rodo pushed up. As the league leader 
threw men forward for a set piece, they 
were exposed at the back when, in the 86th 
minute, Sulemani found himself through on 
goal on a counterattack. He had the luxury 
of a second chance to deliver the coup de 
grace. 

Eagles coach Stubbins said after 
the game, “ Just ecstatic because we played a 
fantastic side in Oakleigh. We changed a lot 
of things mentally this week, in terms of how 
we approached the game. Our aggression at 
the ball was far better than the week before 
against Preston. We decided to press them 
instead of sitting back. We played three up 
front in the first half when we decided to 
take the game to them and I thought that 
might catch them out a little bit, in terms 
of surprise. That worked for us with young 


Daniel scoring early. We frustrated them to 
the point where they got a man sent off just 
before half time, so all round I don’t think 
we could’ve planned it much better against 
an opposition as talented as Oakleigh. It’s 
their first loss and to beat them as we did is 
very pleasing.” 

Cannons coach Munro said, “ I’m 
not going to take any credit away from 
Richmond. They took advantage of a very 
poor performance by Oakleigh in the first 
half. There’s times in the season when we’ ll 
have an off day and we had a real off day 
today especially in the first half and we’ll 
accept that. Sometimes you need a jolt like 
that to give you a reality check. We were 
sitting on top of the league without really 
performing great this year. We have done 
for two or three games, but not enough 
this season. We’re far away from being the 
finished article. If it takes a defeat like that 
to wake us up, then we’ll accept it.” 


Man of the match: 
Henry Fa’arodo (Richmond) 


Young Eagle, Daniel Visevic, opened 
the scoring shortly after the kick-off. 


Monday 30 April 2007 


10 


GOAL! WEEKLY NOW AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING GOOD NEWSAGENTS EVERY MONDAY 


Goal! Weekly 


SANCTUARY LAKES NEWSAGENCY: 

DALTON VILLAGE NEWSAGENCY: C/ NORTHERN HOME DELIVERIES 
LYGON STREET NORTH NEWSAGENCY: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 

WEST ESSENDON NEWSAGENCY: BUCKLEY STREET ABERFELDIE 
AIRPORT WEST NEWSAGENCY: MCNAMARA AVENUE AIRPORT WEST 
DUNDAS PLACE NEWSAGENCY: A BRPORT STREET ALBERT PARK 
ALBURY NEWSAGENCY: OLIVE STREET ALBURY NSW 
ALPHINGTON NEWSAGENCY: HEELBERG ROAD ALPHINGTON 
ALTONA NEWSAGENCY: PIER STREET ALTONA 
ALTONA EAST NEWSAGENCY: THE CIRCLE ALTONA EAST 
CENTRAL SQUARE NEWSAGENCY: CENTRAL AVENUE ALTONA MEADOWS 
ALTONA NORTH NEWSAGENCY: BORRACK SQUARE ALTONA NORTH 
HARRINGTON SQUARE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP HARRINGTON SQ. S/C ALTONA WEST 
ASCOT VALE NEWSAGENCY: UNION ROAD ASCOT VALE 
ASHWOOD NEWSAGENCY: WARRIGUL ROAD ASHWOOD 
AVONDALE HEIGHTS NEWS & LOTTO: MILITARY ROAD AVONDALE HEIGHTS 
BAIRNSDALE NEWSAGENCY**: BAILEY STREET BAIRNSDALE 
CARLISLE NEWSAGENCY: CARLISLE STREET BALACLAVA 
BRGE MALL NEWSAGENCY: BRGE MALL BALLARAT 
CENTRAL SQUARE NEWSAGENCY: C/ CALEDONIAN GARAGE BALLARAT 
WILLIAMS NEWSAGENCY*™: STURT STREET BALLARAT 
BALWYN NEWSAGENCY: WHITEHORSE ROAD BALWYN 
YOORALLA NEWSAGENCY: B BELMORE ROAD BALWYN 
BARWON HEADS NEWSAGENCY: HITCHCOCK STREET BARWON HEADS 
BELL PARK NEWSAGENCY: MILTON STREET BELL PARK 
GIBSONS NEWSAGENCY: MCCRAE STREET BENDIGO 
STRATH VILLAGE NEWSAGENCY: CNR CONDON & EDWARDE STREETS BENDIGO 
BENDIGO DISTRIBUTION SERES: EVE COURT BENDIGO NORTH 
BENNETSWOOD NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET BENNETTSWOOD 
CENTRAL BENTLEIGH NEWSAGENCY: CENTRE ROAD. BENTLEIGH 
PATTERSON NEWSAGENCY: PATTERSON ROAD BENTLEIGH 
CENTREFIELD NEWSAGENCY: CENTRE ROAD BENTLEIGH EAST 
CHESTERVILLE NEWSAGENCY: CHESTERVILLE ROAD BENTLEIGH EAST 
BERWICK NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET BERWICK 
BLACKBURN NORTH NEWSAGENCY: SPRINGFIELD ROAD BLACKBURN NORTH 
BLACKBURN SOUTH NEWSAGENCY: CANTERBURY ROAD BLACKBURN SOUTH 
BORONIA VILLAGE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP A/ BORONIA ROAD BORONIA 
NEWSLINE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : BOX HILL CENTRAL BOX HILL 
BELMORE NEWSAGENCY: BELMORE ROAD BOX HILL NORTH 
BOX HILL NORTH NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET BOX HILL NORTH 
KERRIMUIR NEWSAGENCY: MDLEBOROUGH ROAD BOX HILL NORTH 
BOX HILL SOUTH NEWSAGENCY: CANTERBURY ROAD BOX HILL SOUTH 
WATTLE PARK NEWSAGENCY: A ELGAR ROAD BOX HILL SOUTH 
HIGHWAY NEWSAGENCY: B HAWTHORN ROAD BRIGHTON EAST 
BARKLY SQUARE LOTTO & NEWS: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 
BRUNSWICK NEWSAGENCY: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 
EAST BRUNSWICK NEWSAGENCY: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 
MORELAND NEWSAGENCY: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTORS BRUNSWICK 
NICHOLSON STREET NEWSAGENCY: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 
WEST BRUNSWICK POST & LOTTO: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 
WESTGARTH NEWSAGENCY: C/ KENHILL DISTRIBUTION BRUNSWICK 
BULLEEN PLAZA NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : BULLEEN 
THOMPSONS ROAD NEWSAGENCY: A THOMPSONS ROAD BULLEEN 
BUNDOORA CENTRE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP / PLENTY ROAD BUNDOORA 
BUNDOORA NEWSAGENCY: PLENTY ROAD BUNDOORA 
BURNLEY NEWSAGENCY: BURNLEY STREET BURNLEY 
BENNETSWOOD: BURWOOD HIGHWAY BURWOOD EAST 
BURWOOD NEWSAGENCY: TOORAK ROAD CAMBERWELL 
CAMBERWELL NEWSAGENCY: BURKE ROAD CAMBERWELL 
LYGON AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY: LYGON STREET CARLTON 
PRINCES HILL NEWSAGENCY: LYGON STREET CARLTON NORTH 
RATHDOWNE NEWSAGENCY: RATHDOWNE STREET CARLTON NORTH 
CARNEGIE NEWSAGENCY: KOORNANG ROAD CARNEGIE 
OAKLEIGH SOUTH NEWSAGENCY: C/ SOUTHERN DISTRIBUTION & DELIVERY SERV CARNEGIE 


SOUTHERN DISTRIBUTION & DELIVERY SERE: NORTH ROAD CARNEGIE 
CARRUM NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET CARRUM 

CAULFIELD NEWSAGENCY: DERBY ROAD CAULFIELD EAST 

CHADSTONE CENTRE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : CHADSTONE 

SOUTHLAND NEWSAGENCY: WESTFIELD SHOPPING TOWN CHELTENHAM 


CLAYTON AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY: CLAYTON ROAD CLAYTON 

BATMAN NEWSAGENCY: C/ PASCOE VALE CENTRAL COBURG 

COBURG NEWSAGENCY: SYDNEY ROAD COBURG 

BLANES NEWSAGENCY**: MURRAY STREET COLAC 

LOCAL DELIVERY P/L: DOWN STREET COLLINGWOOD 

CORIO VILLAGE NEWSAGENCY**: SHOP : CORIO VILLAGE CORIO 

COWES NEWSAGENCY**: THOMPSON AVENUE COWES 

CRAIGIEBURN NEWSAGENCY: SHOP MALL CRAIGIEBURN S/C CRAIGIEBURN 

CRANBOURNE NEWSAGENCY: HIGH ST CRANBOURNE 

THOMPSON PARKWAY NEWSAGENCY: CNR SOUTH GIPPSLAND HIGHWAY & CRANBOURNE NORTH 

CROYDON NORTH NEWSAGENCY: EXETER ROAD CROYDON NORTH 

DOVETON NEWS & LOTTO: C/ SOUTH EASTERN DANDENONG 

LONSDALE NEWSAGENCY: LONSDALE STREET DANDENONG 

LUCKY WINNERS LOTTO: HEMMINGS STREET DANDENONG 

SOUTH EASTERN DISTRIBUTION SERES: FACTORY : DANDENONG 

DEEPDENE NEWSAGENCY: WHITEHORSE ROAD DEEPDENE 

DEER PARK NEWSAGENCY: BALLARAT ROAD DEER PARK 

DINGLEY AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY: CENTRE DANDENONG ROAD DINGLEY VILLAGE 

EAST DONCASTER NEWSAGENCY: JACKSON COURT DONCASTER EAST 

DROMANA NEWSAGENCY: NEPEAN HIGHWAY DROMANA 

BANYULE NEWSAGENCY: GREVILLE ROAD EAST ROSANNA 

ECHUCA NEWSAGENCY**: HARE STREET ECHUCA 

ELSTERNWICK NEWSAGENCY: GLENHUNTLY ROAD ELSTERNWICK 

RIPPONLEA NEWSAGENCY: GLEN EIRA ROAD ELSTERNWICK 

ELWOOD NEWSAGENCY: ORMOND ROAD ELWOOD 

FAIRFIELD NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET FAIRFIELD 

FAWKNER NEWSAGENCY: BONWICK ST FAWKNER 

MOOMBA PARK NEWSAGENCY: ANDERSON ROAD FAWKNER 

NORTH FITZROY NEWSAGENCY: ST. GEORGES ROAD FITZROY NORTH 

KINGSVILLE NEWSAGENCY: SOMERVILLE ROAD FOOTSCRAY WEST 

BRENTFORD SQUARE NEWSAGENCY: BRENTFORD SQUARE FOREST HILL 

FOREST HILL NEWSAGENCY: SHOP WESTERN ENTRANCE FOREST HILL 

FOUNTAIN GATE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP LEVEL FOUNTAIN GATE 

BEACH STREET NEWSAGENCY: BEACH STREET FRANKSTON 

FRANKSTON NEWSAGENCY: KEYS STREET FRANKSTON 

YOUNG STREET NEWSAGENCY: YOUNG STREET FRANKSTON 

BAY CITY NEWSAGENCY: SHOP BAY CITY PLAZA GEELONG 

GEELONG NEWSAGENCY & LOTTO: MOORABOOL STREET GEELONG 

GEELONG WEST NEWSAGENCY: P.O. BOX GEELONG WEST 

GLENFIELD NEWSAGENCY: GLENHUNTLY ROAD GLEN HUNTLY 

GLEN WAVERLEY AUTHORISED NEWSAGENY: SHOP L GLEN S\C SPRINGVALE RD GLEN 
WAVERLEY 

KINGSWAY NEWSAGENCY: KINGSWAY GLEN WAVERLEY 

SYNDAL NEWSAGENCY: BLACKBURN ROAD GLEN WAVERLEY 

GLENHUNTLY NEWSAGENCY: GLENHUNTLY ROAD GLENHUNTLY 

GLENROY NEWSAGENCY: PASCOE VALE ROAD GLENROY 

GREENSBOROUGH NEWSAGENCY: SHOP GREENSBOROUGH 

GREENVALE NEWSAGENCY: SHOP & CNR MICKLEHAM & GREENVALE GREENVALE 

HADFIELD NEWSAGENCY: WEST STREET HADFIELD 

HAMPTON EAST NEWSAGENCY: BLUFF ROAD HAMPTON EAST 

HAMPTON PARK NEWSAGENCY: PARK SQUARE HAMPTON PARK 

GLENFERRIE NEWSAGENCY: REAR ENTRANCE: BURWOOD ROAD HAWTHORN 

HAWTHORN WEST NEWSAGENCY: CHURCH STREET HAWTHORN 

AUBURN NEWSAGENCY: AUBURN ROAD HAWTHORN EAST 

AUBURN SOUTH NEWSAGENCY: AUBURN ROAD HAWTHORN EAST 

HEELBERG NEWSAGENCY: BURGUNDY STREET HEELBERG 

THE MALL NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : HEELBERG WEST 

HIGHETT NEWSAGENCY: RAILWAY PARADE HIGHETT 

HOPPERS CROSSING NEWSAGENCY: OLD GEELONG ROAD HOPPERS CROSSIN 
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SQUIRES NEWSAGENCY: FIREBRACE STREET HORSHAM 

HUNTINGDALE NEWSAGENCY: HUNTINGDALE ROAD HUNTINGDALE 

EAST IVANHOE NEWSAGENCY: LOWER HEELBERG ROAD IVANHOE EAST 
KEILOR NEWSAGENCY: CALDER HIGHWAY KEILOR 

KEILOR DOWNS NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : KEILOR DOWNS PLAZA KEILOR DOWNS 
GO LUCKY PTY LTD: MACAULAY ROAD KENSINGTON 

COTHAM NEWSAGENCY: COTHAM RD KEW 

NORTH KEW NEWSAGENCY: WILLSMERE ROAD KEW 

PARKMORE NEWSAGENCY: PARKMORE SHOPPING CENTRE KEYSBOROUGH 
KILMORE NEWSAGENCY**: SYDNEY STREET KILMORE 


LALOR NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET LALOR 
LAVERTON NEWSAGENCY: AVIATION ROAD LAVERTON 
LORNE NEWSAGENCY: MOUNTJOY PARADE LORNE 


ECHO FM HAROULA: C/ LOWER TEMPLESTOWE LOWER TEMPLESTOWE 
LOWER TEMPLESTOWE NEWSAGENCY: MACEDON ROAD LWR TEMPLESTOWE 
MALVERN NEWSAGENCY: GLENFERRIE ROAD MALVERN 

MALVERN VILLAGE NEWSAGENCY: MALVERN ROAD MALVERN 

WINTERGLEN NEWSAGENCY MALVERN LOTTO: GLENFERRIE ROAD MALVERN 
CENTRAL PARK NEWSAGENCY: WATTLETREE ROAD MALVERN EAST 

HIGH STREET NEWSAGENCY: C/ CENTRAL PARK NEWSAGENCY MALVERN EAST 
McKINNON NEWSAGENCY: MCKINNON ROAD MCKINNON 

McGILLS NEWSAGENCY: ELIZABETH STREET MELBOURNE 

MELBOURNE CENTRAL NEWSAGENCY: KING STREET MELBOURNE 

THE SOURCE NEWSAGENT: QUEEN STREET MELBOURNE 

MELTON AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET MELTON 

MENTONE NEWSAGENCY: COMO PARADE MENTONE 

THRIFT PARK NEWSAGENCY: SHOP / LWR DANDENONG ROAD MENTONE 
KLEMM’S MILDURA NEWSAGENCY: EIGHTH ST MILDURA 

MILL PARK AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY: STABLES S/C. CNR CHILDS RD & REDLEAP AV MILL PARK 


MITCHAM NEWSAGENCY: WHITEHORSE ROAD MITCHAM 

YEATMAN’S NEWSAGENCY: A MOORE STREET MOE 

MOONEE PONDS WEST NEWSAGENCY: MARIBYRNONG ROAD MOONEE PONDS 
PUCKLE STREET NEWSAGENCY: PUCKLE STREET MOONEE PONDS 
MOOROOLBARK NEWSAGENCY: BRICE AVENUE MOOROOLBARK 
MORNINGTON NEWSAGENCY: MAIN STREET MORNINGTON 

SCRIBES NEWSAGENCY™*: SHOP /: MORNINGTON VILLAGE MORNINGTON 
MORWELL NEWSAGENCY**: COMMERCIAL ROAD MORWELL 

PINEWOOD NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : CENTREWAY SHOPPING CENTRE MOUNT WAVERLEY 
WAVERLEY GARDENS NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : WAVERLEY GARDENS MULGRAVE 
MURRUMBEENA NEWSAGENCY: NEERIM RD MURRUMBEENA 

NARRE WARREN NEWS & TATTS: SHOP : NARRE WARREN 

NEWMARKET NEWSAGENCY: RACECOURSE ROAD NEWMARKET 

NEWPORT NEWSAGENCY: HALL STREET NEWPORT 

NEWPORT WEST NEWSAGENCY: CHALLIS STREET NEWPORT WEST 

NDRIE NEWSAGENCY: KEILOR ROAD NDRIE 

NOBLE PARK NEWSAGENCY: DOUGLAS ST. NOBLE PARK 

VARIETY NEWSAGENCY: HEATHERTON ROAD NOBLE PARK 

NORTH BALWYN NEWSAGENCY: DONCASTER ROAD NORTH BALWYN 

NTH BRIGHTON AUTHORISED N/AGENCY: BAY STREET NORTH BRIGHTON 
CROXTON NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET NORTHCOTE 

NORTHCOTE NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET NORTHCOTE 

NORTHCOTE NEWSPLAZA: LOADING BAY NORTHCOTE 

NORTH ESSENDON NEWSAGENCY: MT.ALEXANDER ROAD NTH ESSENDON 
MOUNTAINVIEW NEWSAGENCY: A SPRINGFIELD ROAD NUNAWADING 
NUNAWADING NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET NUNAWADING 

OAK PARK NEWSAGENCY: SNELL GROVE OAK PARK 

OAKLEIGH NEWSAGENCY: SHOP OAKLEIGH 

PASCOE VALE NEWSAGENCY: C/ OAK PARK NEWSAGENCY PASCOE VALE 
COONANS HILL NEWS/TATTS/POST OFFICE: COONANS ROAD PASCOE VALE SOUTH 
PAPER N POST: C/ PASCOE VALE CENTRAL PASCOE VALE SOUTH 

PORT MELBOURNE NEWSAGENCY: BAY STREET PORT MELBOURNE 
PORTARLINGTON NEWSAGENCY™: SHOP / NEWCOMBE STREET PORTARLINGTON 
LEBAADVERTISING: HIGH STREET PRAHRAN 

PRAHRAN MARKET NEWSAGENCY: SHOP A: CATO STREET PRAHRAN 
NORTHLAND NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : SHOPPING CENTRE PRESTON 

PRESTON NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET PRESTON 

PRESTON TOWN HALL NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET PRESTON 

PRESTON WEST NEWS & LOTTO: BELL STREET PRESTON WEST 

BANFF STREET NEWSAGENCY: BANFF STREETRESERVOIR 

BROADWAY NEWSAGENCY: BROADWAY RESERVOIR 

RESERVOIR NEWSAGENCY: EDWARDES STREET RESERVOIR 

VERNONS NEWSAGENCY: A BRGE ROAD RICHMOND 

ROSANNA NEWSAGENCY: LOWER PLENTY ROAD ROSANNA 

RYE NEWSAGENCY: POINT NEPEAN ROAD RYE 

LORDS NEWSAGENCY**: RAYMOND STREET SALE 

SALE NEWSAGENCY*™*: RAYMOND STREET SALE 

BAYSE DISTRIBUTION: FACTORY SEAFORD 

SEAFORD NEWSAGENCY: NEPEAN HIGHWAY SEAFORD 

SEDDON NEWSAGENCY: CHARLES STREET SEDDON 


GOULBOURN VALLEY NEWSAGENCY: WYNDHAM STREET SHEPPARTON 
LOVELL’S NEWSAGENCY**: WYNDHAM ST SHEPPARTON 
BORDER NEWSAGENCY: GLENHUNTLY ROAD SOUTH CAULFIELD 
CLARENDON NEWSAGENCY: CLARENDON STREET SOUTH MELBOURNE 
CHAPEL STREET NORTH NEWS & POST: CHAPEL STREET SOUTH YARRA 
SPOTSWOOD NEWSAGENCY: HUDSONS ROAD SPOTSWOOD 
SOUTHVALE NEWSAGENCY: SPRINGVALE ROAD SPRINGVALE SOUTH 
ST ALBANS NEWSAGENCY: MAIN ROAD EAST ST ALBANS 
ST LEONARDS NEWSAGENCY: FORESHORE ROAD ST LEONARDS 
ESPLANADE NEWSAGENCY: FITZROY STREET ST. KILDA 
VILLAGE BELLE NEWSAGENCY: _ ST.KILDA 
SOUTH MELBOURNE NEWSAGENCY: CLARENDON ST. STH MELBOURNE 
SUNBURY NEWSAGENCY**: BROOK STREET SUNBURY 
SOUTH SUNSHINE NEWSAGENCY: TALLINTYNE ROAD SUNSHINE 
SUNSHINE NEWSAGENCY: HAMPSHIRE ROAD SUNSHINE 
SWAN HILL NEWSAGENCY: CAMPBELL STREET SWAN HILL 
WATERGARDENS NEWSAGENCY: SHOP TAYLORS LAKES 
TEMPLESTOWE NEWSAGENCY: JAMES STREET TEMPLESTOWE 
NORTHERN HOME DELIVERIES: FACTORY : MACQUARIE DRIVE THOMASTOWN 
NORMANBY NEWSAGENCY: HIGH STREET THORNBURY 
ROSSMOYNE NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET THORNBURY 
HAWKSBURN NEWSAGENCY: MALVERN ROAD TOORAK 
TOORAK VILLAGE NEWSAGENCY: TOORAK ROAD TOORAK 
TORQUAY NEWSAGENCY**: GILBERT STREET TORQUAY 
BRAYBROOK NEWSAGENCY: SOUTH ROAD TOTTENHAM 
TRARALGON NEWSAGENCY™: FRANKLIN STREET TRARALGON 
GLADSTONE PARK NEWSAGENCY: SHOP TULLAMARINE 
VERMONT AUTHORISED NEWSAGENCY: CANTERBURY ROAD VERMONT 
VERMONT SOUTH NEWSAGENCY: BURWOOD HIGHWAY VERMONT SOUTH 
KNOX CITY NEWSAGENCY: SHOP : SHOPPING CENTRE WANTIRNA SOUTH 
HEEPS NEWSAGENCY™: TORIA STREET WARRAGUL 
WATSONIA NEWSAGENCY: WATSONIA ROAD WATSONIA 
WERRIBEE NEWSAGENCY: STATION STREET WERRIBEE 
WERRIBEE PLAZA NEWSAGENCY: SHOP T: SHOPPING CENTRE WERRIBEE 
MELVILLE NEWSAGENCY: MORELAND ROAD WEST BRUNSWICK 
NORTH MELBOURNE NEWSAGENCY: ROSSLYN STREET WEST MELBOURNE 
WESTALL NEWSAGENCY: ROSEBANK AVENUE WESTALL 
BRANDON PARK NEWSAGENCY: SHOP WHEELERS HILL 
WHEELERS HILL NEWSAGENCY: JELLS ROAD WHEELERS HILL 
WHITTLESEA NEWSAGENCY**: CHURCH STREET WHITTLESEA 
WILLIAMSTOWN NEWS & LOTTO: DOUGLAS PARADE WILLIAMSTOWN 
WINDSOR NEWSAGENCY: CHAPEL STREET WINDSOR 

BORDER PLAZA NEWSAGENCY: ELGIN STREET WODONGA 
YARRAVILLE NEWSAGENCY: ANDERSON STREET YARRAVILLE 


FOXTEL 1 


ROUND 8 


14 Goal! Weekly Goal! Weekly 


Issue 


<¢ ONLY SPORT 


450 QUEEN STREET 
MELBOURNE 
@® 9326 4100 


APPAREL | EQUIPMENT | CORPORATE WEAR 


3.A League Signature Cards (8):1: 28 


packs 
Released by Select 4 Mark Viduka Tribute Signature 

(150 cards only): 1 per 850 packs. 
Only 4000 boxes released. Factory Box (32 packs) $125 


This series is the FIRST Australia 
Soccer Trading Cards ever pro- (No pages)$20 


duced since 1994. The high qual- Base Set (100) $40 
ity, limited release will enhance 100 base card in the set featuring the 


the collectability of this Inaugural A League Hometown heroes and bright 
Select A-League trading cards se- young talents. 
ries.Retail: $3.95 per pack. 
8 cards /pack, 32 packs/box. 100 
base card in the set. At least 1 from $5 -$10 each. Full Set (30): $140 
base set in the box; 1 A League This socceroos collection focus on the 
signature cards per box. historic 2006 World Cup Socceroos full 
squad. Highly collectable. 
Socceroos Set (30): $140/set 


1. 2006 Qantas Socceroos (30): 
1 per 4 packs; featured the 2006 
World Cup Socceroos’ full squad. 


2. 2006 A League Logos (8): 1:8 
packs 


www.onlysport.com.au 


THE ONLY WAY TO PLAY! 


From $1-S30: 

Socceroos Logo, John Aloisi, Michael 
Beauchamp, Marco Bresciano, Tim Ca- 
hill, Scott Chipperfield, Ante Covic,Jason 
Culina, Bet Emerton, Vince Grella, Ze- 
liko Kalac, Josh Kennedy, Harry Kewell, 
Stan Lazaridis, Mark Milligan,Craig 
Moore, Lucas Neill,Tony Popovic, Mark 
Schwarzer,Josip Skoko, Mile Sterjovski, 
Archie Thompson, Mark Viduka, Luke 
Wilkshire, Mark Schwarzer (Goal save 
against Uruguay), Tim Cahill (1st Goal 
against Japan), Tim Cahill (2nd Goal 
against Japan),John Aloisi, (Goal Against 
Japan), Craig Mooe (Goal Against Croa- 
tia) Harry Kewell (Goal Against Croatia) 

A League Logo Foil Cards(8): $8/each 
Adelaide, Central Coast, Melbourne, 
Newcastle, New Zealand, Perth, QLD, 
Sydney. 


A1: Travis Dodd (Ade.) $50 
A2: John Hutchinson (C.Coast) $50 
A3:Archie Thompson (Melb.) $90 
A4:Nick Carle (Newcastle) $65 
A5:Noah Hickey (NZ) $50 
A6: Stan Lazaridis (Perth) $65 
A7: Chad Gibson (QLD) $50 
A8: David Carney (Sydney) $50 
Mark Viduka Signature (150 only): NA 
Case Card (1) $60 
2006 A-League Champions 


Only 350 numbered cards released. 


The “2006 FIFA World Cup Soccer’ Trading 
cards include action shots of the best foot- 
ballers in the world. 20 Superstars cards 
are METALIZED FOIL CARDS; To crown 
this overwhelming event, 36 LOSSY FOIL 
CARDS are also included focusing on the 
National Teams Shots or Flags and FIFA 
World Cup Emblem, Mascot and trophy. 
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SUNSHINE 
GEORGIES 


Sunshine Georgies have registered their 
first home win of the season overcoming 
newly promoted Springvale White 
Eagles with a 2-1 scoreline in front of 
approximately 600 fans at Chaplin 
Reserve in Sunshine. 

The Eagles were coming off their 
first win of the season, 3-1 against Western 
Suburbs and therefore would have been 
primed for this match, and Sunshine the 
week before had suffered a demoralising 2-0 
defeat “away” to the AIS. With both teams 
in the relegation zone, it was crucial to both 
teams to find maximum points out of this 
encounter. 

The first half began at a slow tempo 
with the home team dictating and controlling 
the play in the first quarter hour, and it was 
on the quarter hour when Sunshine’s Johnny 
Falzon created the first real chance finding 
space in the area but his strike was deflected 
away at close range. 

The home fans got just what they 
wanted 4 minutes later when from a corner, 
Springvale failed to clear their lines, the 
ball was chipped into the area and Alfonso 
Opazo launched himself into the air and 
scissor kicked the ball over the keeper 
Nikola Roganovic and into the net. 1-0 to 
the Georgies. 

Springvale failed to threaten the 
Sunshine goal in the entire first half, not 
creating one genuine shot on target as 
Georgies keeper Martin John at times went 
for 10-15 minute spells without touching the 
ball. 

It was only the hard work of Goran Zoric 
in the midfield that was threatening the 
Georgies in any way. 

The goal was the tonic that 
Sunshine needed which gave the home team 
the initiative and confidence to grind down 
the clock to halftime, yet Springvale did not 
show the urgency required to get back into 
the game, the Georgies two mistakes around 
the penalty area in conceding two set pieces 
the only two realistic threats by the away 
team, but both strikes failed to hit the target. 
1-0 the score at half time to Sunshine 
Georgies. 

The second half saw Springvale 
swing the changes as a half time talk must 
have changed the players outlook on the 
match. Tass Psonis was brought on for 
Nemanja Samardzic at the beginning of the 


SUNSHINE RETURNS 
TO WINNING WAYS 


Georgies win ugly at home over white eagles 


at Chaplin Reserve 


fist half with almost instantaneous dividends 
as a bouncing ball in the Sunshine area was 
not cleared properly and Psonis’s header 
went agonisingly wide of the post. 

Psonis was was the difference in the entire 
match in the second half as his outstanding 
midfield display gave Springvale renewed 
hope of a result from this match. 

The visitors pressed in the second 
half but poor finishing was the only piece 
missing in the puzzle as a softly hit ball was 
cleared off the line by Sunshine and another 
strike could only come off the cross bar. A 
nervous Georgies was now under siege, yet 
the Eagles could not capitalise. 

As is so often the case in a football 
match that is in the balance, the Georgies 
punished the Eagles at the other end, as 
firstly Chris Greechan found himself beating 
the last defender only for his one on one 
shot to cannon off an advancing Roganovic, 
however Greechan redeemed himself a mere 
minute later for a goal he should not have 
missed when a deep cross fro Opazo from 
the right was headered in at the far post by 
Greechan to stretch the lead to 2-0 in the 
65th minute. 

However, Springvale was back 
in contention 10 minutes later, albeit with 
a stroke of luck as Igor Arsovski’s half 
cross/half strike from out wide on the right 
completely fooled the Georgies keeper John, 
who raising his arms thinking the ball was 
going out and wide, was beaten as the ball 
rocketed into the net at a sharp angle. 

The game then turned ugly for the 
last quarter hour as desperate defending by 
Sunshine kept the Springvale attackers at 
arms length, with Zoric again causing head 
aches for the home team with his runs out 
wide. 

However, Springvale’s inneffect- 
iveness in finishing in the area and the 
Georgies backs to the wall defending and 
clearing of the ball, allowed the clock to go 
past the 90 minute mark and two minutes 
of stoppage time before the referees final 
whistle signalled a 2-1 win to the Georgies. 

The result leaves Springvale deeply 
mired in the relegation zone with only 5 
points from 8 starts, yet the Georgies breathe 
a sigh of relief after an indifferent week to 
reach double figures of 10 points to creep up 
to mid table. 
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> GREEN GULLY 
CAVALIERS 


Od 1-0 


MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS 


A solitary strike from Gully’s, Brandon 
Vassallo just after the break, was enough 
for the Cavaliers to see off the Melbourne 
Knights at Green Gully Stadium on Sun- 
day evening. 

The visitors settled from the onset 
of play, dictating the pace to the game. The 
Knights midfield corralled the Cavaliers in 
their own half for the first 20 minutes, cre- 
ating a couple of half chances. The Knights 
came perilously close to scoring just after 
the half hour mark, after an Ivan Franjic cor- 
ner was cleared off the goal line twice from 
Grbesa, who had two bites of the cherry. 

The Knights dominated the remain- 
der of the half, failing to capitalize their 
dominance on the scoreboard. 

Three minutes after the break, the 
Cavaliers erased their poor first half perfor- 
mance with the games only goal. An unim- 
peded Campbell Banks run on the left flank, 
penetrated the Knights defense. The New 
Zealander evaded numerous Knights chal- 
lengers before squaring up Brandon Vassallo 
for a simple tap in. 

The Knights “Gaffer”, Chris Tay- 
lor rolled the dice in the 58th minute with a 
double substitution, subbing on Tommi Ra- 
zov and Serkan Oksuz for Iosifieds and Mat- 
kovic. The visitors pressed for the equalizer, 
but it was the Cavaliers who were unlucky 
not to double their lead in the 73rd minute 
after J. Nikolic dawdled one step too many 
in front of goals. Minutes later, Gully should 
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CAVALIERS KEEP 
KNIGHTS AT BAY 


Green Gully maintains equal second spot 


have finished off the match when Nikolic’s 
through ball saw fellow substitute Matthew 
Sanders miss a guilt edged opportunity with 
only Cagalj to beat. 

The Knights had an opportunity 
to equalize late in the game, when Craig 
Elvin rose highest and met a Razov corner 
with a clean header. Gully keeper Loncaric 
pulled off a point blank save to keep his side 
ahead. 

A late flurry saw chances at either 
end, but timely tackles from Knight’s Grbe- 
sa, followed by Gully’s Nastevski kept the 
status quo. 


Line-ups: 

Green Gully Cavaliers: A. Loncaric, S. Ca- 
milleri, J. Flemming, B. Vassalo ( M. Sander 
75’), C. Banks (J. Nikolic 70’), E. Pena (C. 
Ivesic 45’), E. Muscat, R. Ollerton, , D. Nas- 
tevski, M. Medjedovic, A. Vargas. 


Melbourne Knights: A. Cagalj, S. Iosifides 
(S. Oksuz 58’), T. Milardovic, S. Piorokows- 
kiN. Antic, M.Grbesa, I. Franjic, H. Matkov- 
ic (T. Razov 58’), A. Kiratzoglou ( C. Elvin 
37°’), M. Dugandzic, J. Spiteri. 


CROWD: 1000 


Man of the Match 
D. Nastevski 
(Green Gully) 
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p\¢ ESSENDON 
of 
e ROYALS 


DJ 2.1 


FAWKNER 
BLUES 


The local derby between the Essendon 
Royals and Fawkner Blues opened the 
start of round 8, at the Veneto Social Club 
on Friday night. Royals form of late has 
been impressive under the guidance of 
Coach Gary Groenwald, while the Blues 
have been settling for few draws of late, so 
a win for both sides was important, Royals 
to keep in touch with front runner Oak- 
leigh Cannons and Fawkner to jump into 
the top six. 

The game started with both teams 
starting their build ups from the back line, 
and being patient waiting for the right break, 
but tensions were starting to show in the first 
few minutes and Referre Hankan Aanz pro- 
duced three yellow cards in the first five min- 
utes. Both defences were playing possession 
soccer at the back, waiting for the strikers to 
launch at them, and then deliver the ball to 
their own midfielders, that went on for the 
first few minutes of the game. 

Fawkner settled first and started to 
dictate in the middle of the park, like a gen- 
eral, marching his troops, Carl Recchia was 
dictating play and delivering great passes to 
his running team mates. The first chance of 
the game did not take long to arrive, Bres- 
siano cut off another Royals attack with ease, 
delivered a perfect ball to Recchia, which 
in turn spread the ball wide to Bosevski, in 
which he delivered a perfect cross to David 
Pilic, in which he headed the ball wide of 
goal, great opportunity went pecking for the 
Blues. 

Fawkner lifted the tempo and in 
the 19th minute Carl Recchia had a shot on 
goals, which was deflected for a corner. The 
Royals defence cleared the taken corner 
for another corner, the Blues where pushing 
hard in search of the first goal, Pilic delivers 
the second corner with perfection, for Mark 
Tsiorlas to head the ball in the back of the 
net in the 20th minute and give the Blues a 
well diservered lead. 

The Royals push forward immediately, but 
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ROYALS COME FROM 


BEHIND FOR VICTORY 


Another costly red card for Fawkner 


the Blues defence where in control of every 
attack the Royals produced. The Blues con- 
tinued to push the ball around and controlling 
the game, until the 30th minute, Bresiano 
was awarded a free kick, the Blue defender 
retaliated forcing Referee Hankan to show 
his red card, and send Bresiano for his sec- 
ond red card in two weeks. That through the 
game wide open and left Fawkner to play 
the remaining of the game with ten men in 
as many weeks. The Blues went into the half 
time break with a | - 0 nil lead. 

Second half saw a different Roy- 
als outfit, this time they where pushing men 
forward and Fawkner where in readiness to 
start to defend their slender lead. In the 55th 
minute Michael Catalano took control of a 
brilliant pass from Lagana, and placed the 
ball pass Steve Tilovski to equal the score. 
Fawkner attacked straight after kick off and 
nearly took the lead again with Captain Ricky 
Chillico shooting over the bar. 

The Royals kept on coming forward 
but to their credit the Blues defence where 
holding their ground. Fawkner made a 
couple of changes in a space of few minutes 
to bring on some fresh legs in the middle of 
the park with Jason Principato and Michael 
Packovski, for Tsorlais and Madarovski and 
where prepared to sit back, defend and break 
on the counter attack. 

The Royals kept on pushing in 
search of the winner and that crucial goal 
game 10 minutes from the end. The Royals 
midfield pressed hard, and forced a corner 
off the Blues defence. Frank Catalano took 
charge of the corner kick and delivered a per- 
fect cross to the near post in which Frankie 
Lagana slotted the ball into the Fawkner 
goals and to send the Royal fans chanting. 

The win has pushed the Royals sec- 
ond on the table, but they have another test 
on their hands next week when they meet the 
Magic at Pasley Park, while the Blues need 
to regroup and face the might of the Cava- 
liers at CB Smith Reserve. 


Royals’ Joseph Youssef slides in and makes his mark during Friday’s clash. 


Fawkner’s goalgetter Mark Tsiorlas (left) flies high againsty rivals Essendon 
Royals. 
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Yesterday’s much-anticipated clash 
of the top two teams, St. Albans and 
Coburg United has ended with both teams 
deservedly sharing the spoils in a 2-2 draw, 
meaning St. Albans remain in top spot 
with their superior goal difference at the 
end of Round 3. The Saints made the most 
of their home-ground advantage in the 
first half, heading back to the sheds at the 
break to be 1-0 in front, only for Coburg 
to score goals through John Petridis and 
Nick Harrhy, his third in as many matches. 
Saints’ players Maks Cuze and Tony Saric 
both continued their excellent starts to the 
season with goals in the match. 

This result leaves Brunswick City 
as the only team in State League One not 
to have dropped any points yet as North 
Geelong’s poor start to the season continued 
with another 3-0 away defeat at CB Smith 
Reserve on Saturday. Goals from Con 
Vouloumanos, Damien Genovese and Ryan 
O’Hare within the first forty-five minutes 
had the game out of the Warriors’ reach by 
the close of the first half. 

Also sealed by half-time was the 
Dandenong Thunder versus Westgate match 
at Ardeer Reserve on Saturday night which 
finished 5-1 in favour of the Thunder. The 
score line sat at 4-0 at half-time with two 
goals from Veton Korcarevski in a man of 
the match display, and goals each from Jamie 
Paterson and Ryan Davidson. After half-time 
the match was a more even affair as Zoran 
Pajic pulled a goal back for the home team, 
but Westgate couldn’t prevent Festim Zekirija 
from capping off the win for Dandenong. 

Completely the opposite in terms of 
the score line, the Saturday afternoon match 
at Ross Reserve pitted together the two 
newly promoted teams to State League One, 
but neither Southern Stars nor Casey Comets 
could find the breakthrough goal as the match 
finished 0-0. The game failed to deliver in 
entertainment value in a match which in the 
end could’ve easily gone either way, and will 
surely go down as a lost opportunity for both 


ROUND FOUR FIXTURES 


Frankston Pines v Langwarrin 
Monterey Reserve 5 May 3:00PM 


North Geelong Warriors v Port Mel- 
bourne 
Elcho Park 5 May 3:00PM 


Casey Comets v Brunswick City 
Comets Stadium 5 May 3:00PM 


DIVISIONIONE 


15 


ROUND 3 


TOP OF THE TABLE 
CLASH ENDS ALL 
SQUARE 


teams as either team would’ve happily taken 
the points to re-enforce their standings on the 
ladder. 

Meanwhile, on Saturday afternoon 
Langwarrin has bounced back from last 
week’s loss with a 1-0 win over the Bentleigh 
Greens in a tight encounter at Lawton Park 
Reserve. The home side obtained the lead 
through a Thomas Ahmadzai brace, and 
managed to hold on for the entire second 
half despite a whole host of chances for the 
Greens. 

Frankston Pines have too moved 
onto the winner’s list, in securing their 
maiden win in the league over hosts Port 
Melbourne Sharks at JL Murphy Reserve on 
Friday night. In an attacking game, the Pines 
executed their chances well to run out 3-0 
winners. Craig Smart scored once and Colin 
Stewart, in only his first game of the season, 
scored two goals to keep the Sharks winless 
in this campaign so far. 

Next week’s Round 4 promises 
some cracker match-ups as the league’s 
action gains intensity with the “Battle of the 
Peninsula” as Frankston and Langwarrin 
clash at Monterey Reserve in what promises 


to be a Saturday afternoon classic. Fans can | 


expect another brilliant match from Colin 
Stewart who will be looking to back up on 
his two-goal performance on Friday night. 
Another big match, for all the wrong reasons, 
is the bottom of the table clash between 
North Geelong Warriors and Port Melbourne 
Sharks. Rest assured there’ll be no love 
lost between these two teams who’ll each 
be hoping to set their season back on track, 
with more than just pride on the line. The 
Dandenong Thunder meeting with St. Albans 


should be interesting to note as the Thunder | 


are coming off the back of their huge win, 
and St. Albans will be eager to continue their 
unbeaten start to the season. 


By Jeremy O'Neill 
Photos by John Punshon 


Dandenong Thunder v St. Albans 
George Andrews Reserve 5 May 7:00PM 


Coburg United v Southern Stars 
Knights Stadium 5 May 7:00PM 


Bentleigh Greens v Westgate 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex 6 May 
3:00PM 
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State League Division Two action: Jimmy Triantopoulos (Northcote) 
wonders where the ball went while his opponent wonders what hit him. 


There’s no way out for George Papadopoulos (Northcote) as two Diamond 
Valley players close him down. 


DIVISION ONE RESULTS 


Port Melbourne 0 Frankston Pines 3 (C Stewart 2, C Smart) (HT: 
0-1), Southern Stars 0 Casey Comets 0 (HT: 0-0), Brunswick City 
3 (C Vouloumanos, DP Genovese, R O’Hare) North Geelong War- 
riors 0 (HT: 3-0), Langwarrin 1 (T Ahmadzai) Bentleigh Greens 0 
(HT: 1-0), Westgate 1 (Z Pajic) Dandenong Thunder 5 (F Zekirija, 
R Davidson, V Korcarevski 2, JR Paterson) (HT: 0-4), St. Albans 
Saints 2 (MJ Cuze, T Saric) Coburg Utd 2 (N Harrhy, J Petridis) 


RESERVE DETAILS DIVISION ONE STANDINGS 


Port Melbourne 0 Frankston Pines 1, Southern Stars 0 Casey Com- 
ets 1, Brunswick City 2 North Geelong Warriors 0, Langwarrin 5 
Bentleigh Greens 0, Westgate 0 Dandenong Thunder 1, St. Albans 


Saints 1 Coburg Utd 2 


Coburg United 

St. Albans Saints 
Langwarrin 

Brunswick City 
Frankston Pines 
Bentleigh Greens 
Dandenong Thunder 
Casey Comets 
Southern Stars 

North Geelong Warriors 
Westgate 

Port Melbourne Sharks 


PWODL F A PT 
3300121 9 
3201936 
220071 6 
22005 1 6 
21012 3 3 
21012 5 3 
21011 4 3 
310229 3 
2031%112 1 
301218 1 
2002130 
200203 0 


PW DLFA PT 
St. Albans Saints 321073 7 
Coburg United 321063 7 
Brunswick City 2 2'0D: @ 5 7 
Southern Stars 211010 4 
Dandenong Thunder 297 0 1 5 3 2 
Frankston Pines 21014 2 3 
Bentleigh Greens 24.0: 1 £1 4 8 
Langwarrin 24.0. 1 1 TS 
Westgate ee tO: a 2 a 
Casey Comets 30122 4 1 
Port Melbourne Sharks 20020 40 
North Geelong Warriors 3003 0/7 0 
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Seniors 


Pascoe Vale 2 (DA Genovesi 2) Yarraville Glory 0 (HT: 
0-0), Lalor Utd 0 Moreland City 2 (A Mathers, R Marcen) 
(HT: 0-0), Keilor Park 1 (V Zafferano) Altona City 0 (HT: 0- 
0), Altona East Phoenix 0 Williamstown 1 (J Groba) (HT: 
0-0), Thomastown Devils 1 (C Rachkovski) Werribee City 
2 (S Panebianco, A Karanicolas) (HT: 1-0), Maribyrnong 
Greens 2 (S Markovski, M Medugorac) Sunbury Utd 4 (V 
lerardo, V Kalayci 3) (HT: 1-0) 


NORTH WEST 2 


STATES] EROVISIONAGUEAGUES 


Reserves 


Pascoe Vale 3 Yarraville Glory 2, Keilor Park 0 Altona 
City 3, Altona East Phoenix 2 Williamstown 0, Thomas- 
town Devils 3 Werribee City 1, Maribyrnong Greens 2 
Sunbury Utd 1, Lalor Utd 1 Moreland City 4 


PWODL FA PT 

Altona East Phoenix SC 2110404 PWDL FAPT 
Keilor Park SC 2110414 Pascoe Vale SC 2200-5 3-6 
Altona City SC 2110424 Moreland City SC 2110404 
Pascoe Vale SC 2110314 Altona City SC 2110304 
Williamstown SC 2110324 Werribee City SC 1100208 
Sunbury United SC 2101343 Thomastown Devils SC 1100213 
Maribyrnong Greens SC 1010111 Lalor Unted Se A 0.01 08 

i 5 Keilor Park SC 2101343 
Werribee City SC 1010001 Sunbury United SC 2011231 
Moreland City SC 20711251 Altona East Phoenix SC 2011131 
Lalor United SC 1001120 Maribyrnong Greens SC 1001120 
Thomastown Devils SC 1001030 Yarraville Glory FC 2002260 
Yarraville Glory FC 2002040 Williamstown SC 2002040 

Seniors NORTH WEST 3 Reserves 


Plenty Valley Lions 1 (N Filin) Geelong Rangers 2 (S 
Davison, T Hardy) (HT: 1-0), La Trobe University 3 (L 
Lidestri, P Devvono, W Randla) Ballarat Red Devils 1 (D 
Swinton) (HT: 2-1), Avondale Heights 5 (M Jancic 2, A 
Nuzzaco, A Cristiano, RA Carchedi) Sydenham Park 0 
(HT: 3-0), Westvale 0 Lalor 0 (HT: 0-0), Banyule City 0 
Geelong 1 (O Yilmaz) (HT: 0-1), Corio 0 Cairnlea 1 (S 
Gehc) (HT: 0-0) 


Plenty Valley Lions 2 Geelong Rangers 2, La Trobe 
University 2 Ballarat Red Devils 1, Avondale Heights 1 
Sydenham Park 1, Westvale 0 Lalor 3, Banyule City 0 
Geelong 2, Corio 0 Cairnlea 2 


PWODLF APT 
La Trobe Uni ity SC age 0 ane La Trobe University SC 2200916 
a trope Snlversity Caimlea FC 1100213 
Ballarat Soccer Club 1100213 Banyule City SC 1100213 
Banyule City SC 1100103 Sydenham Park SC 1100213 
Cairnlea FC 10101141 Lalor SC 1100103 
Avondale Heights SC 1:0 4.04 44 Geelong SC 1100103 
Lalor SC 1041-0) “4 tt Ballarat Soccer Club 140°0 14.2.0 
Plenty Valley Lions FC 10-40 404-4 Corio SC 1001120 
Geelong SC 1010001 Avondale Heights SC 1001010 
Westvale SC 1001010 
Westvale SC 1010001 a 
Geelong Rangers SC 2011231 Plenty Valley Lions FC 4.0.0: 1-41-40 
Sydenham Park SC 1001120 Geelong Rangers SC 200217 0 
Corio SC 1001010 
Seniors PROVI 1 NORTH WEST Reserves 


North Sunshine Eagles 6 (G Muslia, D Huseyin, L Ruste- 
movski, K Ristevski 3) Western Eagles 1 (K Leski) (HT: 
1-0), Hoppers Crossing 2 (T Kiflom, CA Muscat) Mel- 
bourne University Rangers 1 (T Iseli) (HT: 1-0), Glenroy 
2 (S Bebic, | Dragicevic) West Preston 2 (A Freeman, 
M Bonafede) (HT: 1-1), Darebin Utd 2 (C Karkanakis, J 
Nikolarakos) Elwood City 1 (HT: 1-1), Hume Utd 2 (J Bar- 
rientos, A Babo) Melbourne City 1 (HT: 1-0), South Yarra 
0 Laverton Park 1 (J Sobarzo) (HT: 0-0) 


North Sunshine Eagles 2 Western Eagles 0, Hoppers 
Crossing 0 Melbourne University Rangers 2, Glenroy 1 
West Preston 2, Darebin Utd 0 Elwood City 0, Hume Utd 
1 Melbourne City 3, South Yarra 2 Laverton Park 0 


PWODL FA PT PWDL FAPT 
Hume United SC 2110734 Melbourne Uni Rangers SC 1100303 
Laverton Park SC 2110534 South Yarra SC 1100 3.2 3 
Melbourne Uni RangersSC 1100 31 3 Darebin United SC ke ae 
. Hume United SC 2101443 
Melbourne City SC 1100203 w 
lest Preston SC 107 0°22 4 
Glenroy SC - 1100203 Hoppers Crossing SC. 1010221 
Hoppers Crossing SC 1100103 Western Eagles SC 10101141 
West Preston SC 1001010 Elwood City SC 1010001 
Western Eagles SC 1001130 Glenroy SC 1010001 
North Sunshine Eagles SC 100113 0 Laverton Park SC 2011231 
Darebin United SC 1001020 Melbourne City SC 1001120 
Elwood City SC 1001020 North Sunshine Eagles SC 1001030 
South Yarra SC 1001150 
Seniors PROVI 2 NORTH WEST Reserves 


Brimbank City 0 Bell Park 0 (HT: 0-0), Northern Falcons 
1 (AFerrante) Uni. of Melbourne 1 (ML Cottrell) (HT: 0-1), 
North City Lions 1 Collingwood City 2 (HT: 1-1), Whittle- 
sea Utd 5 (S Mirik 3, T Altanham, A Develioglu) Moreland 
Utd 0 (HT: 2-0), Keon Park 1 (C Tsandefskis) Brimbank 0 
(HT: 0-0), Melbourne Tornado 3 (L Stolica, L Stolica) Mill 
Park 2 (HT: 2-1) 


Brimbank City 1 Bell Park 1, Northern Falcons 2 Uni. of 
Melbourne 0, North City Lions Collingwood City , Whit- 
tlesea Utd 0 Moreland Utd 1, Keon Park 2 Brimbank 1, 
Melbourne Tornado 4 Mill Park 4 


PWDL FAPT PWDL FAPT 
Bell Park SC 2200516 Bell Park SC 2200526 
Whittlesea United SC 1100613 Bor ety Lots ae YOO ea S 
Brimbank City SC 41100313 Melbourne Tornado SC 1100523 
Brimbank SC 1100423 

Keon Park SC 1100313 Colli A 
E ‘ollingwood City SC 1100203 
Moreland United SC 1100213 Uni. Of Melb Blues SC 2101333 
Northern Falcons SC 150 “ft O att Brimbank City SC 1001120 
Collingwood City SC 10101141 Whittlesea United SC 1001240 
North City Lions SC 1001120 Mill Park SC 1001130 
Melbourne Tornado SC 1001130 Northern Falcons SC 1001020 
Mill Park SC 1001140 Keon Park SC 1001250 
Uni. Of Melb Blues SC 2002140 Moreland United SC 1001040 

Brimbank SC 1001160 
Seniors PROVI 3 NORTH WEST Reserves 


Essendon Utd 6 (C Arvanitakis 2, G Moshovakis) 
Hallam 1 (HT: 5-1), Watsonia Heights 1 (M Tavolaro) 
Meadow Park 1 (J McAndrew) (HT: 0-0), Reservoir Utd 
1 (D Magro) Brunswick Zebras 3 (P DiLizia 3) (HT: 1-2), 
Dallas Eagles 2 (A Keddad, F Ozturk) Northern United 
0 (HT: 1-0) 


> 
vu 
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Epping City SC 
Melton SC 

Northern United SC 
Essendon United SC 
Brunswick Zebras SC 
Youth United SC 
Dallas Eagles 
Reservoir United SC 
Watsonia Heights SC 
Meadow Park SC 
Ascot Vale SC 
Hallam SC 
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Essendon Utd 0 Hallam 0, Watsonia Heights 4 Meadow 
Park 0, Reservoir Utd 1 Brunswick Zebras 0, Dallas Ea- 
gles 2 Northern United 0 


> 
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Ascot Vale SC 
Watsonia Heights SC 
Dallas Eagles 
Brunswick Zebras SC 
Northern United SC 
Meadow Park SC 
Melton SC 

Reservoir United SC 
Youth United SC 
Essendon United SC 
Epping City SC 
Hallam SC 
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ROUND THREE 


Seniors 


Northcote City 0 Diamond Valley Utd 4 (S Laing, S Wil- 
helm, V Muratbegovic, WM Dixon) (HT: 0-3), Clifton Hill 
Utd 3 (Z Romanovski, G Kotsiris, G Karkaletsis) Knox 
City 3 (P Veljovic, K Suat) (HT: 1-1), Waverley Wanderers 
2 (A Gungordu, A Strapelias) Chelsea 0 (HT: 1-0), Heath- 
erton Utd 3 (J Pekmezovic 2, R Heco) Stonnington City 1 
(M Sioulas) (HT: 0-0), Templestowe Eagles 3 (A Santone, 
M Gulino 2) South Springvale 5 (| Diniotis 2, R Swingler, 
A Goutzioulis 2) (HT: 1-2) 


SOUTH EAST 2 


Reserves 


Northcote City 2 Diamond Valley Utd 1, Clifton Hill Utd 2 
Knox City 3, Waverley Wanderers 1 Chelsea 1, Heath- 
erton Utd 3 Stonnington City 2, Templestowe Eagles 2 
South Springvale 5 


PWODL FA PT 

Northcote City SC 2110314 PWDLFAPT 
Clifton Hill United SC 2110324 Clifton Hill United SC 2110614 
Diamond Valley United SC 2 110 3 2 4 Doncaster Rovers SC 2110644 
Doncaster Rovers SC 2110214 Diamond Valley United SC 2110324 
Stonnington City SC 20204 17 2 Heatherton United SC 1100203 
Templestowe Eagles SC 1010111 Stonnington City SC 210137 3 
Heatherton United SC 1010111 Chelsea Se: 2062 0 32 22 
Knox City SC 10101141 Northcote City SC 2020222 

Knox City SC 10 4 00.0 4 
Waverley Wanderers SC 1o10001 Waverley Wanderers SC 1001120 
North Caulfield SC 100 1-4 2:0 North Caulfield SC 1001010 
South Springvale SC 1001010 South Springvale SC 1001240 
Chelsea SC 2002140 Templestowe Eagles SC 1001020 

Seniors SOUTH EAST 3 Reserves 


Doveton 3 (L Buhic 3) Berwick City 2 (M Nitz, P Byrne) 
(HT: 1-1), Nunawading City 3 (C Bullock 2) Mooroolbark 
0 (HT: 2-0), Fitzroy City 0 Southern Suburbs 3 (R Nicovs- 
ki, AAnagnostopoulos, S Klidonas) (HT: 0-0), Endeavour 
Utd 4 (M Kirmaci, O Baheerathan, P Sequeira, M Al- 
sakran) Springvale City 1 (D Rizvic) (HT: 3-0), Sandring- 
ham City 2 (S Karanasios, A Pullman) Frankston Strikers 
1 (SA O'Donnell) (HT: 1-1), Eastern Lions 1 (P McEvoy) 
Morwell Pegasus 0 (HT: 1-0) 


Doveton 0 Berwick City 1, Nunawading City 1 Moorool- 
bark 1, Fitzroy City 1 Southern Suburbs 1, Endeavour 
Utd 0 Springvale City 0, Sandringham City 4 Frankston 
Strikers 1, Eastern Lions 1 Morwell Pegasus 0 


PWODL FA PT PWODL FA PT 
Mooroolbark SC 2200316 Southern Suburbs SC 2200426 
Springvale City Vales SC 1100413 Mooroolbark SC 2200316 
Eastern Lions 1100203 Endeavour United SC 1100503 
Berwick City SC 24079 2.3 eat ay ea ; : 7 ; ; 5 
lorwe! egasus 
Saba Suburbs SC 2 Otel ees Spanaicicicny Veiss sc 1100103 
rankston Strikers SC 1100103 : 
Nunawading City SC 150 Ot 4 -2.:0 
Doveton SC — 2101223 Fitzroy City SC 4001010 
Endeavour United SC 1001010 Doveton SC 2002240 
Morwell Pegasus SC 1°00. 1-4-3) 0 Berwick City SC 2002130 
Nunawading City SC 1001130 Sandringham City SC 1001140 
Sandringham City SC 1001020 Frankston Strikers SC 1001050 
Fitzroy City SC 1001140 
Seniors PROVI 1 SOUTH EAST Reserves 


Riversdale 1 (C Priftis) Brandon Park 2 (S Kyriazis, A Ha- 
kim) (HT: 0-1), Monbulk 1 (B Adams) Warragul Utd 1 (MR 
Petersen) (HT: 1-0), Berwick Kings 3 (K Stanisic, L Medic 
2) Noble Park Utd 2 (A Jankovic, D Kljajic) (HT: 1-0), White 
Star Dandenong 0 Rowville Eagles 4 (M Voinea, D Pop, A 
Sabau 2) (HT: 0-1), Old Melburnians 0 Croydon City Arrows 
1 (HT: 0-0), Lyndale Utd 0 Monash University 1 (A Salmon) 
(HT: 0-0) 
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Monbulk SC 

Noble Park United FC 
Old Melburnians SC 
Warragul United SC 
White Star Dandenong SC 
Brandon Park SC 
Rowville Eagles SC 
Monash University SC 
Croydon City Arrows SC 
Berwick Kings FC 
Lyndale United SC 
Riversdale SC 
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Seniors 


Seaford United 0 Scotch Old Boys 1 (T Mitchell) (HT: 
0-1), Caulfield Cobras 2 (B Nuka) Noble Park 1 (MA 
Seisdedos) (HT: 0-1), Carrum United 3 (C Busuttil, R De 
Reus, L Carranza) Mornington 1 (D Pickering) (HT: 1-1), 
Mitcham United 3 (J Spittle, T Little) Old Trinity Grammar- 
ians 2 (B Koester, PG lacuone) (HT: 3-1), Ashburton 6 (C 
Prountzos, L Delaney, C Balogh, JA Clemson 3) Dande- 
nong Sparrows 1 (A Jennings) (HT: 3-1), Keysborough 1 
Beaumaris 0 (HT: 1-0) 


7" 


Scotch Old Boys SC 
Seaford United SC 
Ashburton SC 
Mornington SC 

Mitcham United SC 
Carrum United SC 
Beaumaris SC 

Caulfield Cobras 
Dandenong Sparrows SC 
Old Trinity Grammarians SC 
Keysborough SC 

Noble Park SC 
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Seniors 


Boroondara Lions 1 (F Mellios) Eltham North 0 (HT: 0-0), 
Dandenong City 0 Old Carey 3 (R Stanner) (HT: 0-0), 
Brighton 1 (M McCaig) Endeavour Hills 2 (A Mustafa, G 
Ocampo) (HT: 1-2), Ringwood City 0 Old Brighton Gram- 
marians 4 (M Hunt, M Strintzos, D Hall) (HT: 0-2), Old 
Camberwell Grammar 1 (J Bush) Dandenong Warriors 

0 (HT: 0-0) 


PWODLF APT 
Old Brighton Grammarians 2 2 0041 6 
Boroondara Lions FC 3111234 
Old Camberwell Grammar 11009 1 3 
Eltham North SC 2101333 
Endeavour Hills SC 10101411 
Dandenong Warriors SC 107104 44 
Ringwood City SC 10101141 
Old Carey SC 0 000 
Dandenong City SC 1001230 
Brighton SC 1001120 
Bundoora United FC 1001190 


Results Vault 


PROVI 2 SOUTH EAST 


PROVI 3 SOUTH EAST 


Riversdale 1 Brandon Park 0, Monbulk 1 Warragul Utd 
2, Berwick Kings 2 Noble Park Utd 0, White Star Dande- 
nong 0 Rowville Eagles 4, Old Melburnians 0 Croydon 
City Arrows 1, Lyndale Utd 2 Monash University 1 


Monash University SC 
Croydon City Arrows SC 
Lyndale United SC 
Warragul United SC 
Riversdale SC 

Monbulk SC 

Rowville Eagles SC 
Berwick Kings FC 
Noble Park United FC 
Old Melburnians SC 
White Star Dandenong SC 
Brandon Park SC 
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Reserves 


Seaford United 0 Scotch Old Boys 5, Caulfield Cobras 0 
Noble Park 0, Carrum United 2 Mornington 3, Mitcham 
United 0 Old Trinity Grammarians 3, Ashburton 4 Dande- 
nong Sparrows 2, Keysborough 0 Beaumaris 0 


Seaford United SC 
Scotch Old Boys SC 
Ashburton SC 
Keysborough SC 
Mitcham United SC 
Old Trinity Grammarians 
Caulfield Cobras 
Beaumaris SC 
Carrum United SC 
Mornington SC 
Dandenong Sparrows 
Noble Park SC 
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Reserves 


Boroondara Lions 0 Eltham North 0, Dandenong City 0 
Old Carey 2, Brighton 1 Endeavour Hills 3, Ringwood 
City 3 Old Brighton Grammarians 5, Old Camberwell 
Grammar 1 Dandenong Warriors 1 


PWODL FA PT 
Eltham North SC 2110504 
Boroondara Lions FC 3111424 
Brighton SC 14.00 3.6 3 
Dandenong Warriors SC ft 4°00. 200.3 
Old Brighton Grammarians 2101243 
Old Camberwell Grammar 10101141 
Bundoora United FC 1010111 
Old Carey SC 0 000 
Ringwood City SC 100102 0 
Endeavour Hills SC 100 03 0 
Dandenong City SC 100105 0 


Visit http://football.resultsvault.com for football results and statistics 


Issue # 2 


Goal! Weekly 


ROUND 4 FIXTURES 


State NW 2 

Sunbury United v Pascoe Vale 
Langama Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Werribee City v Maribyrnong Greens 
Galvin Park Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Williamstown v Thomastown Devils 

JT Gray Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Yarraville Glory v Keilor Park 

Mclvor Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Moreland City v Altona East Phoenix 
Campbell Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Altona City v Lalor United 

HC Kim Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


State SE 2 

Doncaster Rovers v Northcote City 
Anderson Park 4 May 07 8:30PM 
Stonnington City v Templestowe Eagles 
To Be Confirmed 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Chelsea v Heatherton United 

HD Thomas Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Knox City v Waverley Wanderers 

Egan Lee Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Diamond Valley United v Clifton Hill United 
Partington Flats 5 May 07 3:00PM 

South Springvale v North Caulfield 
Warner Reserve 6 May 07 3:00PM 


State NW 3 

Geelong v Corio 

To Be Confirmed 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Lalor v Banyule City 

To Be Confirmed 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Sydenham Park v Westvale 

Keilor Lodge Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Cairnlea v Plenty Valley Lions 

Green Gully Reserve No.4 5 May 07 3:00PM 
La Trobe University v Avondale Heights 
Latrobe Uni Lower Playing Fld 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Geelong Rangers v Ballarat Soccer Club 
Myers Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


State SE 3 

Frankston Strikers v Eastern Lions 

Ballam Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Springvale City Vales v Sandringham City 
Ross Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Southern Suburbs v Endeavour United 
Keeley Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Morwell Pegasus v Doveton 

Ronald Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Mooroolbark v Fitzroy City 

Esther Park Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Berwick City v Nunawading City 

Jack Thomas Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Provisional NW 1 

Melbourne City v South Yarra 

Edwards Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Elwood City v Hume United 

Elwood Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 

West Preston v Darebin United 

Oulton Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Laverton Park v North Sunshine Eagles 
Laverton Park Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Melbourne University Rangers v Glenroy 
Princes Park Oval #2 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Western Eagles v Hoppers Crossing 
Polish Sports & Rec. Centre 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Provisional SE 1 

Croydon City Arrows v Lyndale United 

Dorset Recreational Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Rowville Eagles v Old Melburnians 

Park Ridge Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Noble Park United v White Star Dandenong 
Parkfield Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Monash University v Riversdale Soccer Club 
To Be Confirmed 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Warragul United v Berwick Kings 

Baxter Park (Warragul) 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Brandon Park v Monbulk 

Freeway Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Provisional NW 2 

Brimbank v Melbourne Tornado 
Italo-Australian Social Club 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Moreland United v Keon Park 

Moomba Park Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Collingwood City v Whittlesea United 

Kevin Bartlett Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Mill Park v Brimbank City 

To Be Confirmed 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Uni. Of Melbourne Blues v North City Lions 
Princes Park Oval #1 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Bell Park v Northern Falcons 

Bell Park Sports Club 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Provisional SE 2 

Dandenong Sparrows v Keysborough 
Fotheringham Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Old Trinity Grammarians v Ashburton 
Trinity Sports Ground 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Carrum United v Mitcham United 
Italo-Australian Club 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Beaumaris v Seaford United 

Beaumaris Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Noble Park v Mornington 

Norman Luth Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Scotch Old Boys v Caulfield Cobras 
Gardiners Creek Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Provisional NW 3 

Ascot Vale v Reservoir United 

Fairbairn Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Youth United v Melton 

Seth Raistrick Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Northern United v Epping City 

Anderson Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Brunswick Zebras SC v Essendon Utd 
Sumner Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Watsonia Heights v Dallas Eagles 
Gabonia Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 
Hallam v Meadow Park 

Hallam Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Provisional SE 3 

Dandenong City v Bye 

Dandenong Warriors v Bundoora United FC 

To Be Confirmed 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Old Brighton Gram v Old Camberwell Gram 

Dendy Park 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Endeavour Hills v Ringwood City 

Power Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 

Eltham North v Brighton 

Cedar Avenue (off Wattletree Road) 5 May 07 
3:00PM 

Old Carey v Boroondara Lions 

Carey Sports Complex (Wilcox Field) 5 May 07 
3:00PM 


Goal! Weekly 


KatSa’S KOPMEP we corse vesamouas 


Boo’s World, or the World according to 
Boo got a whole lot better last Friday 
night, when his beloved Richmond con- 
vincingly beat the League leaders , Oak- 
leigh Cannons, 4-1. 

I did not attend the match, however 
my phone was running hot all night with 
score updates. The first call came in around 
six minutes into the game, when my source 
told me that Richmond was 2-0 up. 

As I was a touch surprised with 
what I had just been told, I had to make sev- 
eral calls to confirm this score line. Rich- 
mond turned around a 4-1 loss the previous 
week into a 4-1 victory this week - quite a 
remarkable week it has been for them. The 
important stat though is how many times did 
Boo have to risk life and limb to chase down 
stray balls from the Monash Freeway? 

Myer has its once a year stocktake 
sale and Foxtel Cup clubs are soon to have 
a sale of their own with the May | Transfer 
Window, (for some clubs it will be a transfer 
roller door), just around the corner. Coaches 


Clifton Hill 3 Knox City 3 


Three times Knox City took the lead, three times 
Clifton Hill fought back to draw level and in the 
end this game was decided by a controversial 
89th minute decision to disallow what looked like 
a fair goal to the visitors. 

Having said that, a draw was a fair re- 
sult. Clifton Hill had the majority of possession 
and Mark Jorgensen in the Knox goal was out- 
standing as he made one exceptional save after 
another. His spell as first choice keeper at the 
University of Carolina last year has only added 
to his growing reputation as a first class shot stop- 
per. He was in action as early as the second min- 
ute making a full length save from a free kick on 
the edge of the area. 

Knox’s first two moves resulted in 
crosses just evading Peter Veljovic. Then it was 
back to the Jorgensen show as he made a sensa- 
tional double stop after Kotsiras had got free on 
the left hand side. 

Then Hingett brought a good reflex 


Brunswick City 3 Nth Geelong 0 


Brunswick City maintained their impressive start 
to the season with an emphatic display against 
North Geelong. Brunswick City came out to play 
and that was evident from the first twenty min- 
utes when the intensity of the their midfield was 
so high that North Geelong struggled to string 
more than two passes together. Even though 
North Geelong squandered an early chance from 
a Dimitropoulos error it was Brunswick who took 
the lead when a long throw was cleverly flicked 
on by Franklin to Damien Genovese who shot on 
the turn to beat the North Geelong custodian in 
the 18th minute of the match. The rampage con- 
tinued in the ensuing minutes and it appeared only 
a matter of time before Brunswick would score 
their second. It was the visitors though who had 
their best chance of the game when Savic latched 
onto a loose ball after a goal mouth scramble but 
the Brunswick defence blocked his shot. He was 
first to react to the rebound but Dimitropoulos 
was equal to the occasion and tapped the ball 


and administrators have already popped their 
dollar coin in their shopping trolleys and 
have been going up and down the isles of 
other clubs to strengthen their squads. Hurry 
lads, sale ends May 31st. Credit Cards wel- 
come, lay-buys however are not possible! 

If you get it wrong during this 
roller door period, and you still have a job 
come July Ist, you can have another crack at 
it then, as the final call for transfers will be 
made. Foxtel Cup coaches, take a bow. Eight 
Rounds in and you are all still gainfully em- 
ployed! 

One would have thought that with 
four teams being relegated at the end of this 
season that club administrator’s would be 
more ruthless than last year, and a touch less 
understanding. Not to be so far, however, 
there is plenty of water still to run under the 
bridge. Sorry, should that have read West- 
gate Bridge? 

Overseas we go, and to the Eng- 
lish Premiership. I am somewhat intrigued 
with the fascination that the broadcasters of 


the games have with Manchester United’s 
manager, Sir Alex Ferguson. Straight after 
the replay of any goal which Man U scores, 
there is also a replay of Sir Alex’s celebra- 
tion to that goal. Cameramen and directors, 
save yourselves the effort as every goal that 
Sir Alex celebrates is done identically. A 
quick peek, double speed in chewing gum, 
a leap into the air with arms raised, and then 
a quick hug of whoever happens to be stand- 
ing the closest to him. Will there be a Happy 
End for him and his team? We’ll know in 
three weeks. 

Constitutional Reform is upon us, 
with the FFV announcing that their long 
awaited Constitutional changes are not far 
off form being completed. What’s more 
important to clubs though, and many of 
them are waiting with baited breath, is that 
the date for the FFV Elections will be an- 
nounced shortly. Should be a very interest- 
ing election. Somehow I don’t think that the 
current Commission will be asking me to 
hand out how to vote cards for them! 


MATERIRERORTS 


Victorian State League 


save from Sprekos in the Clifton Hill goal and 
Suat’s shot from the rebound was blocked. 

In the 21st minute, Knox took the lead 
for the first time. After a near miss in front of 
goal, the ball was cleared to the left wing where 


Swami drove the ball back across goal. The ball 
was hacked clear by the defence but it struck an- 
other defender and rebounded into the net. 

Clifton Hill drew level in the 41st min- 
ute. A left wing cross was not dealt with effective- 
ly and the ball ran to Karkaletsis who was able to 
side foot the ball into an unguarded net. 

Knox retook the lead a minute after the 
restart. A right wing throw in was flicked on at the 


over the bar. In the next forward thrust Brunswick 
doubled their lead when Franklin played O’ Hare 
through and with a cleverly ‘lobbed’ finish found 
the back of the net. The midfield onslaught con- 
tinued and when Mazzarella’s hard tackle in the 
middle of the ground forced a turnover the ball 
was played out wide to O’Hare. He in turn spot- 
ted Con Vouloumanos unmarked in the six yard 
box who converted with ease to make it 3-0 in the 
38th minute of the game. The instructions at half 
time from George Katsakis was to maintain the 
intensity and discipline for the next stanza. The 
second half saw North Geelong show some sort 
of fight back but their lack of fire power up front 
was thwarted by the dominance of Brunswick’s 
midfield and defence. It was in fact Brunswick 
who looked the more dangerous when on the 
counter Patikkis shot just wide after breaking free 
and Arico’s shot on goal from close range in the 
80th minute hit the crossbar. The dejection of Ian 
Williamson’s body language as he came of the 
park was in direct contrast to George Katsakis’s 
elation although he was first to admit that there 
were still definite room for improvement. 


near post by Peter Veljovic and the ball evaded 
everyone and hit the far post before crossing the 
line. 

Clifton Hill was getting more of the ball 
and they were again foiled by Jorgensen, before 
Kyriopoulos volleyed narrowly over. 

Knox almost extended their lead in 
the 67th minute when a Peter Veljovic free kick 
look bound for the corner of the net until Sprekos 
threw himself across the goal to make a finger tip 
save that kept his side in the game. 

Three minutes later, the game was 
squared up when Karkaletsis played an exquisite 
through ball into the path of Kotsiras who made 
no mistake. 

Seven minutes later, the visitors got 
their noses in front again when a long ball from 
Grubic cleared the defence and Suat ran on to the 
ball lobbed the advancing Sprekos and ran around 
him to side foot into the net. 

After another excellent Jorgensen save, 
the home side equalised again in the 85th minute 
when a right wing corner was headed home by 
Romanovski. 


Goalscorers: D. Genovese 17’, R.O’Hare 35’, 
C.Vouloumanos 38’ 


Best: Arico, Mazzarella, Drake, J. Vouloumanos, 
D.Genovese 


Line up: Dimitropoulos, Danos, Drake, 

J. Vouloumanos, Franklin, Bosnic, Mazzarella, 
Arico, D.Genovese (63’A. Genovese), O’Hare 
(53 Patikkis), C. Vouloumanos (75’ Tapanong) 
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The rain finally came down last weekend, 
with the Men In Black kept busy issuing 
many yellow tickets for late and sloppy 
tackles. Let’s hope that the rain continues, as 
many grounds are as dry as a night club’s bar 
after I have paid a visit. 

Good to see Ange Postecoglou on 
Foxtel providing expert commentary on 
various matches. Will they pair him up with 
his old mate Craig Foster though? It would 
surprise me if they did as I think that Foster 
is as popular with Postecoglou as cigarette 
patches are with me. 


Short ,but far from sweet this week. 


This is Katsa — Just as you’ve know him. 


At this stage Knox was under extreme 
pressure, but looked to have won the game in 
the 89th minute when Edgar, well forward from 
his back line duties received the ball and under 
pressure from Sprekos took the ball close to the 
bye-line from where he crossed for Suat to net. It 
was hard to see where the Assistant got an offside 
decision from but the goal was ruled out. 

Five minutes of extra time was played 
with neither side able to break the deadlock. 


Clifton Hill: Sprekos, Grounds, Stojanac, Tyrikos, Ka- 
tris (Vlahos — 77th), Karkaletsis, Harbinson, Kotsiras, 
Kyriopoulos, Romanovski, Plunkett. Subs not used: Ed- 
wards, Menelaou, Staikouris. 


Knox City: M. Jorgensen, G. Dos Santos, A. Edgar, D. 
Perazic, G. Moon, J. Hingert (L. Grubic — 63rd), N. Gi- 
annopoulos, H. Swami, P. Veljovic (E. Becirovic — 81st), 
N. Veljovic, K.Suat. Subs not used — D. Veljovic, M. 
Hoogendyk, K. McEvoy. 


By Bruce Darnell 
Division Two South East 


Reserves: 

The reserve team also continued their winning 
form easily accounting for North Geelong with 
an early goal from Dimitri Vithoulkas and then 
squandering another good chance moments 
later when Galanopoulos shot wide. Aretis also 
showed his class when he turned a throw in into 
a good shot on goal which only narrowly missed 
the target. In the 63’ he turned provider when an 
exceptional long ball found Mazzarella. Mazza- 
rella saw the keeper well of his line and in no 
man’s land so drove the ball passed him to score 
on debut for Brunswick and seal the win 


Goalscorers:D. Vithoulkas 2’, Mazzarella 63’ 
Best: Raponi, Malara, C.Vithoulkas, Aretis, Cic- 
chiti 

By Elias Simopoulos 
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Victories in Round 5 for all three of the 
leading group, means that once again there 
is nothing but goal difference to separate 
the top three teams in the Women’s Premier 
League. Results have seen the league divide 
into three clear groups: the leading pack of 
three locked together on thirteen points, a 
second group of three on nine or ten points, 
and the remaining teams who lie another 
five or more points further adrift. Winners 
this week were Ashburton, Heidelberg, Box 
Hill, Preston, Sandringham and Eastern 
Lions. 

Box Hill Inter ensured that last 
week’s defeat was just a minor glitch in 
proceedings, as it returned to winning 
ways with a 3-1 victory over Keilor Park at 
Wembley Park on Friday evening. However, 
the reigning premier was made to work for 
the three points, as it went into half time on 
the wrong side of a one-nil scoreline. Having 
already dropped five points this season, and 
being unable to break down a team that has 
enjoyed little success so far this season, it 
seems unlikely that Box Hill will dominate the 
competition as comprehensively as it has in 
previous years, as it attempts to achieve a fifth 
consecutive title. Despite enjoying the lead at 
the interval, Keilor had no answers to the Box 
Hill attack in the second half, conceding three 
unanswered goals, which condemned it to its 
fourth defeat of the season. Inter climbs one 
place to fourth on the ladder with ten points, 
three points adrift of the leading three clubs. 
Keilor slips further towards the foot of the 
ladder, and currently sits eleventh. 

Bendigo Vipers’ disappointing start 
to the season continued as it suffered its 
third consecutive home defeat, going down 
3-1 to Heidelberg United at Beischer Oval 
on Saturday afternoon. The victory enabled 
Heidelberg to maintain its share of top spot on 
the WPL ladder, equal on thirteen points with 
Ashburton and Preston. United set the tone 
for the win with two goals in the first half, and 
although the home team did find the net in the 
second half, it proved nothing more than a 
consolation, as United added another score of 
its own as well. The win, Heidelberg’s fourth 
of the season, continues its unbeaten start to 
the campaign, and it remains second on the 
ladder on goal difference. Things are less rosy 
for Bendigo, which drops a place to tenth, 
with just one win in five games. 

The change of name seems to have 
had a distinctly negative effect on Casey 


ROUND SIX FIXTURES 


WOMENS PREMIER UEAGUE 


| ROUND 5 


TIGHT AT THE TOP IN THE WPL 


Comets, as its form this season is a far cry from 
the years of success enjoyed by the club under 
its previous guise as Cranbourne Comets. It 
was unable to build on last weekend’s victory, 
instead plunging to its third defeat of the 
season, this time at the hands of an unlikely 
foe, Eastern Lions. Last weekend had seen 
Eastern register its first point with a draw at 
Sandringham, and that must have buoyed it 
going into this game, as it defeated its host 
by two goals to one. All three goals came in 
the second half, after the sides had reached 
the interval locked in a goalless draw. The 
result leaves both teams on the same number 
of points, four, with Casey marginally ahead 
thank to its superior goal difference. Casey 
lies eighth on the ladder, with Eastern Lions 
one place further back. 

The two surprise packets of the WPL 
this season, Preston Lions and Eltham North, 
met at BT Connor Reserve on Sunday, with 
Preston emerging victorious by two goals to 
one. Have both struggled in the competition 


Eastern Lions v Box Hill 
Gardiners Creek Reserve 5 May 07 1:00PM 


Eltham North v WVSA Eltham 
North Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Sandringham v Casey Comets 
RJ Sillitoe Reserve 5 May 07 3:00PM 


Heidelberg United v Uni. Of Melbourne 
Olympic Village 6 May 07 1:00PM 


Keilor Park v Bendigo Vipers 
Keilor Park Reserve 6 May 07 1:00PM 


Ashburton v Preston Lions 
Ashburton Park 6 May 07 3:00PM 


WPL RESERVE DETAILS 


Box Hill 1 Keilor Park 2, Bendigo Vipers 1 Heidelberg Utd 5, Casey Comets 1 Eastern Lions 2, Preston 
Lions 0 Eltham North 3, Uni. of Melbourne 1 Ashburton 8, WVSA 0 Sandringham 6 


Ashburton 
Sandringham 
Eltham North 
Keilor Park 
Heidelberg United 
Eastern Lions 
Uni. Of Melbourne 
Bendigo Vipers 
Box Hill 

Preston Lions 
WVSA 

Casey Comets 
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last year, the teams have entered this year’s 
campaign rejuvenated and have enjoyed 
extremely positive starts to the season. As 
one would have expected from two of the 
most frugal defences in the competition, this 
proved a tight affair, with neither side able 
to break the deadlock by half time. After 
the break, it was the home side that was 
able to gain ascendancy, scoring twice to its 
opponent’s once to claim all three points. As 
a result of its fourth victory of the season, 
Preston continues to enjoy a share of top spot 
of the ladder on points, although it actually 
lies third due to its inferior goal difference. 
Eltham’s second defeat of the year sees it slip 
to sixth. 

The University of Melbourne gave 
current league leader Ashburton as scare 
at Princes Park on Sunday, and was in for a 
share of the points as the teams entered the 
second half, with the two all square at one 
goal each. However, Ashburton was not about 
to relinquish the three points easily, and it 
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Action between 
Ashburton and 
University of 
Melbourme 


Goal! Weekly 


found the net in the second half to claim its 
fourth victory of the year with a 2-1 scoreline. 
Ashburton remains atop the WPL ladder, 
thanks to its prolificacy in front of goal, which 
has given it a far greater goal difference than 
its competitors. Ashburton’s statistics suggest 
it is a deserving leader at present, as it has 
both scored more, and conceded fewer, than 
any other team in the league. The University 
remains seventh on the ladder, and must now 
try to reverse its current form, having lost 
both of its last two matches. 

WVSA’s baptism of fire into life 
in the WPL continued with no let up in its 
run of defeat. The visitor to White Eagle 
House this Sunday was Sandringham, and it 
overwhelmed its host with a first half goal 
blitz, in which Sandringham found the net on 
four occasions, with WVSA unable to provide 
anything in reply. The second half was a far 
more even affair in terms of the scoreboard, 
with each team netting once, but the three 
points were already in Sandringham’s bag by 
the time the sides changed round at half time. 
Sandringham, which is still unbeaten this 
season, but sits outside the leading pack due 
to the number of draws it has had, climbs a 
place to fifth on the ladder. WVSA continues 
to prop up the competition from twelfth place, 
the position it has occupied on the ladder since 
the second round of the season. 

Next week’s big match takes place 
on Sunday at Ashburton Park, and should 
do something to ease the congestion at the 
head of the table. It features two of the four 
unbeaten teams remaining in the competition, 
as Ashburton takes on Preston Lions, with both 
currently enjoying a share of the lead. Box Hill 
Inter travels to face a resurgent Eastern Lions 
at Gardiners Creek Reserve on Saturday, 
while at the same time, Eltham North will host 
the winless WVSA at Eltham North Reserve. 
Later on Saturday afternoon, Sandringham 
welcomes the inconsistent Casey Comets to 
RJ Sillitoe Reserve. On Sunday, Olympic 
Park features the clash between Heidelberg 
United and the University of Melbourne, 
while at Keilor Park Reserve, Keilor Park and 
Bendigo Vipers will do battle. 


By Niki Cook 
Photos by John Punshon 


WPL RESULTS 


Box Hill 3 (K Smith, G Koutrouvelis, A Vardakas) Keilor Park 1 (K Nicolaci) (HT: 0-1), 

Bendigo Vipers 1 (A Skvarc) Heidelberg Utd 3 (L Balta, SS Romano 2) (HT: 0-2), Casey 

Comets 1 (R Lamb) Eastern Lions 2 (C Groom, G Etherington) (HT: 0-0), Preston Lions 

2 (P Lipec 2) Eltham North 1 (T Vlajnic) (HT: 0-0), Uni. of Melbourne 1 (K Walters) Ash- 

burton 2 (A Gibney, T Grkinjic) (HT: 1-1), WVSA 1 (R Reddan) Sandringham 5 (A Benton 
2, A Good 2, C Parton) (HT: 0-4) 


WPL STANDINGS 


Ashburton 
Heidelberg United 
Preston Lions 
Box Hill 
Sandringham 
Eltham North 

Uni. Of Melbourne 
Casey Comets 
Eastern Lions 
Bendigo Vipers 
Keilor Park 
WVSA 
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Goal! Weekly 


Australian coach Tom Sermanni believes the 
Matildas will have to be well prepared to over- 
come their group opponents despite avoiding 
reigning champions Germany, world number 
one ranked nation USA and hosts China at the 
draw for the 2007 FIFA Women’s World Cup 
held overnight in China. 

The Matildas were drawn into Group C 
alongside Norway, Canada and Ghana at the 16- 
nation tournament to be held in September. “It’s 
a reasonable draw for us but undoubtedly we will 
have to be well prepared and be on top of our game 
to overcome what are strong opponents,” said Ser- 
manni speaking from Wuhan. 

“Tt could have been worse and it could 
have better, but what it does do is give us a chance 
and that’s as much as you can hope for in a World 
Cup. “I don’t think there is a great deal of differ- 
ence between all the teams. To be honest, Cana- 
da and Norway are very similar in style; closely 
matched in their ability. They are well structured, 
physically tough and very competitive. 

“Ghana are different in that they are a team that will 


NATIONAISNEW'S 


A-League & Women’s World Cup 


SERMANNI: MATILDAS NEED TO PERFORM 


ress to the quarter finals and meet the top two teams 
of Group D which features China, Denmark, Brazil 
and New Zealand. 

Group A contains Germany, Japan, England and 
Argentina. Group B features USA, Korea DPR, 
Sweden and Nigeria. 

The 16-nation tournament will be held in the cit- 
ies of Chengdu, Hangzhou, Shanghai, Tianjin and 
Wuhan, September 10-30. 

The Matildas, now ranked 14th in the world, quali- 
fied for the World Cup courtesy of finishing run- 
ners-up at last year’s AFC Women’s Asian Cup in 
Adelaide after losing the final on penalties against 
China. 

Australia have appeared in three previous FIFA 
Women’s World Cup tournaments in 1995, 1999 
and 2003. The Matildas are currently attempting to 
qualify for the Beijing Olympics with qualification 
likely to be decided in early June when the team 
travels to DPR (North) Korea before the return 
match in Coffs Harbour on June 10. 
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The Matilda’s jubiliant after securing qualification in 
Adelaide last year. 


be quick, skilful, but very unpredictable. “Overall AUSTRALIA’S RECORD AGAINST WORLD CUP DETAILS 
I think we have a fair chance of progressing to the GROUP OPPONENTS Australia v Ghana, Hangzhou Group B 
quarter finals if everyone is fit and healthy and we Wednesday 12 September, 5pm (7pm AET) (Chengdu, Shanghai, Tianjin): 
play to our potential.” ; Nigeria 
Nera, dhe dep tended alton! tiv tie v Ghana (ranked 48), P2, WO, D1, L1 Australia v Norway, Hangzhou USA 
group, won the FIFA Women’s World Cup in Most recent meeting — 1-2 loss, Portland, pi ees ulna aay, eee 
1995 as well as the gold medal at the 2000 Syd- September 2003 (2003 FIFA Women’s Paucar and iin al as Grine 
ney Olympics and are ranked three in the world. World Cup, USA) Uy P aes (Hangzhou, Shanghai, Chengdu): 
Canada were semi finalists at the 2003 World Cup Quarter Finals - September 22/23 Norway 
and have a current world ranking of ten. Ghana v Norway (ranked 3), P3, WO, DO, L3 — een as eee ae) . ier 
are the lowest ranked team in the tournament at48 ost recent meeting — 1-7 loss, Oslo, Au- Me sree ends pial Canada 
but the Africans have denied the Matildas at the gust 1997 _ Group A eal 
last two tournaments recording a win and a draw in (tenga pike Renee: (Wuhan, Tianjin, Hangzhou): 
thei lyt ti inst Australia. China PR 
ee only two meetings against Australia v Canada (ranked 10), P13, W6, D2, L5 Japan Riis 
ustralia will open their campaign against Ghana ; ; England cent 
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match against Norway on September 15 in the 


September 2003 


SBS TV's broadcast of the 2007 FIFA Women’s World Cup will include LIVE coverage of the opening ceremony, 
semi-finals, final and all Matildas matches. SBS will also have LIVE coverage of the Matildas Beijing 2008 
qualification matches against DPR Korea on Sunday 10 June and Chinese Taipei on Sunday 12 August. 
Both LIVE matches will be shown as “The World Game” weekly Football Feature from 3:00pm. 


A-League: Version 3 


same city before the final group match against 
Canada on September 19 in Chengdu. 
The top two teams in Australia’s group will prog- 


Newcomers Wellington Phoenix will get a 
tough induction into the Hyundai A-League 
after it was revealed that they will host reign- 
ing Champions & Premiers Melbourne Vic- 
tory in round one of the 2007/08 season. 

The much anticipated first round 
which will kick off on Friday 24 August will 
see Sydney FC host local rivals Central Coast 
Mariners while Queensland Roar is at home to 
Adelaide United and Newcastle Jets travel to 
face Perth Glory. 

In addition to the opening round the 
draw highlights include: 

Melbourne Victory fans will get their first 
chance to see the premiers at home in round 
two when they play Perth Glory. 

A Grand Final re-match will take place in 
round three with Adelaide United looking to 
seek revenge at home to Melbourne Victory. 
New Years Eve blockbuster between Central 
Coast Mariners and Melbourne Victory. This 
same fixture last season saw the Mariners set a 
club regular season home attendance record. 
A four-week finals series commencing on 25 
January with the Grand Final to be played on 
Sunday 17 February. 

The Hyundai A-League 2007/08 sea- 
son will again be contested over 21 rounds, 
with a one-week break over the Christmas pe- 
riod (21 — 23 December). The final round of the 
season (Round 21) is scheduled for the week- 


end of 18-20 January 2008, which includes the 
blockbuster Sydney FC v Melbourne Victory 
clash on the final day of the round, with the 
team at the top of the table at the conclusion 
of round 21 crowned the Hyundai A-League 
Premiers. 

The Hyundai A-League 2008 Fi- 
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nals Series will be contested by the top four 
teams at the end of Round 21. The first leg 
of the Hyundai A-League 2007 Semi-Finals 
will be played on the 25 & 27 January 2008 
with the Hyundai A-League 2008 Grand Final 
scheduled for Sunday 17 February 2008. The 
winner of the Hyundai A-League 2008 Grand 
Final will be crowned Champions. 


“The second season of the Hyundai 
A-League was a terrific success and we have 
a great base now to build upon next season, 
* said FFA CEO Mr Ben Buckley. “We now 
have two seasons of experience behind us and 
with the support of the clubs and the venues, 
we have developed a very competitive draw.” 


“With more of our Qantas Socceroos 
returning and some other exciting players en- 
tering the competition, season three promises 
to reach even bigger heights than was achieved 
in season two. 

“T would also like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank our partners; Hyundai, Qantas, 
Telstra , Powerade, Zurich and Fox Sports, as 


well as all the club sponsors for their valued 
ongoing support of the Hyundai A-League 
competition,” concluded Buckley. 

Fox Sports will again broadcast all 
the Hyundai A-League 2007/08 matches “Live 
& Exclusive” as well as the AFC Champions 
League matches that the Hyundai A-League 
representatives will play in the competition. 

Football Federation Australia also 
announced a number of modifications to the 
Hyundai A-League Competition Rules & Reg- 
ulations for the upcoming season including: 


o Hyundai A-League clubs will be allowed to contract 
a minimum of 20 or a maximum of 23-players within their 
permanent player roster. Clubs will be also required to 
contract a minimum of two (2) Goalkeepers per roster. 


o The Salary Cap will increase from $A1.6million to 
$A1.8 million and the floor to 85% of the Salary Cap 
($A1.53 million) to compensate for the potential in- 
crease in roster size. 


o Each club will be limited to a maximum of four (4) 
foreign players to be included on the 23-player Roster. 
Foreign players are defined as Non-Australian Citizens 
as per FIFA regulations. In regard to Wellington Phoe- 
nix, New Zealand Citizens will not count as Foreign 
Players. 


o Each club will be required to register a minimum of 
three (3) Youth (Under 20) players on the Player Ros- 
ter 


o Aclub will only be able to sign an injury replacement 
player for a minimum of 6 weeks if there are less than 15 
rostered players available for selection. 
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Now as this is not a national paper, I 
can say derogatory things about interstate 
A League clubs without fear of receiving 
hate mail (or being murdered and hay- 
ing my body hidden in a barrel). That is 
slightly reassuring, but the fact is that 
what I am about to say needs to be heard 
by these clubs so they can take a good 
hard look at themselves. 

Fans in Adelaide and Sydney seemed to 
have a good time taunting Melbourne Vic- 
tory fans late last season over the fact that 
despite Melbourne conquering all before 
them, they would not be competing in this 
season’s Asian Champions League. Why 
they were so happy about a product of ab- 
surd AFC bureaucracy I do not know. Surely 
they knew back then that Melbourne would 
be unstoppable in the finals and qualify for 
the ACL in time? And now they must realise 
that when Victory have a crack at it, they 
will have little trouble matching Sydney and 
Adelaide’s dire efforts. 

Sydney drew a New Zealand Knights-like 

crowd last week as they gained revenge of 
some Provisional League Division One-lev- 
el outfit who had beaten them a few weeks 
earlier. 
Adelaide were beaten away and eliminated 
from progressing further with two games 
still remaining. I think it is time the Austra- 
lian Government confiscated these players’ 
passports, restricting them from traveling 
overseas and embarrassing our country on 
the Asian stage any further! 

In the first season of this column, I had a 
paragraph devoted to Thumping of the Week. 


MORI’S CITY DOES THE BIZ 


Round 5 in the FFSA’s Best League saw im- 
portant matches being played at both ends 
of the table kicking off on Friday night at 
Jet Park with a bottom of the table clash be- 
tween 9th placed Modbury Jets and last on 
the ladder Cumberland Untied. 

In a game that was a must win for both 
teams and eventhough the Jets had 3 key play- 
ers coming back into the side, it was the Foxes 
that played the better brand of football coming 
from behind to down the Jets 2:1 away from 
home. Jets coach Duane Gray in his 11th con- 
secutive year of coaching the senior side was 
left wondering what he has to do to get his lads 
‘flying high’ again as they take up their spot on 
the bottom of the ladder. 

On a wild and rainy Saturday after- 
noon, TK Shutter Reserve was the venue for 
the top of the table blockbuster between first 
placed 2006 triple title holders Adelaide City 
FC coached by the great Damian Mori and 2nd 
placed NE MetroStars with assistant coach M1- 
chael Brooks taking the reins in coach Mike 
Barnett’s absence. Conditions were not fa- 
vourable for football after 2 days of constant 
heavy rain and with pitches heavy underfoot, 
there was not going to be any ‘pretty’ football 
played here. Rain persisting, the first half had 
MetroStars with the majority of play with some 
good quality football being played considering 
the condition, but they found it difficult to pen- 
etrate the great defensive wall that is synony- 
mous with City. 

Unfortunately, two first half errors 
by the Metros defence resulted in City’s tall 
defender-come-striker Jonathon Negus taking 
the opportunities given to him by Mori and 
putting away 2 great goals, the second a well- 
timed diving header that split the MetroStars 
defender and keeper. Metros determination to 


Issue # 2 


A satirical look at the World of Football according to Mark Boric 


It was pretty lazy journalism, in which I’d 
scan the previous edition’s results page and 
highlight some of the more ferocious drub- 
bings. It would be capped off by questioning 
the mental and/or physical competence of 
whatever group of Under 12’s had been on 
the end of a massive shellacking. In that tra- 
dition of cheap column inches, I now present 
Football Focus Review. 


Alessandro: Clowning around with. 


Big Kev and a touét seat. 3 * 
< q ~ 
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Last week’s GW Football Focus was with 
Oakleigh’s Esala Masi. First thing I noticed 
is he’s been through more clubs than Paris 
Hilton. Listing Snickers as his weakness was 
pretty clever though. What I can’t cop how- 
ever, is his answer to biggest drag in soccer: 
Soccer Hooligans. He definitely needs to 
watch Green Street Hooligans and Football 
Factory a few more times until he sees the 
light. 


My tip for the Foxtel Cup Grand Finalists? 
Manchester United v Chelsea. They may also 
contest the AFL and NRL Grand Finals, and 
maybe even the NFL Super Bowl. 

Alessandro looks to have played his last 
game for Melbourne Victory, a transfer to 
Cirque de Soleil seems imminent. For his 
fans who will bemoan the loss of the “enter- 
tainment” he brought to the game, I point in 


ee 
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the direction of Archie Thompson’s appear- 
ance on Temptation’s Battle of the Footy 
Codes for real entertainment. 

From last week’s column, if anyone 
knows why Ratko Crnic’s dream was to see 
England at the top of world football, send me 
an email at markboric@bigpond.com. Like 
playing seventy minute reserves games to 
“save” pitches and then having senior teams 
go straight out and warm up on them, it 


INTERSTANE 


South Australia & ACT 


make up for their mistakes was evident in the 
second half, getting the better of City with a 


AIS MEN’S 
PROGRAM 
LAUNCHED 


lovely through ball slotted away by young 


James Yong. MetroStars continued their forge 
forward looking like they could possibly equal- 
ize through their new season’s signing Shane 
Pearce but again City’s defence of Pezos, Tso- 
nis, D’Arsie and newcomer Nash denying them 
with each advance. Final result MetroStars | 


— Adelaide City 2. 


Other Saturday matches played were 
Para Hills Knights at home defeating Adelaide 
Blue Eagles 2 goals to 1. Blue Eagles only goal 
was scored by player/coach Diego Pellegrini 
with his first touch only 10 seconds after he 
subbed himself onto the field and both Knight’s 
goals being scored by their striker and goal 


kicking supremo Mark Mulady. 


At Camden Sports Complex, Ad- 
elaide Galaxy FC coached by Adelaide United 
CEO Michael Petrillo easily defeated White 
City Woodville 4:0 giving them 3 much needed 


points. 


The Campbelltown City SC v Raiders game 
at Newton Village Sports Complex was aban- 
doned due to a water-logged pitch and will be 


played at a new re-scheduled date. 


By Nat Adamopoulos 
FFSA BEST LEAGUE 
BEST League P WDLPts 
Adelaide City 5 41013 
MetroStars 52218 
Campbelltown 42208 
Adelaide Galaxy 5 2127 
Blue Eagles 52127 
Para Hills 52036 
Cumberland 52036 
Raiders 41215 
White City 51134 
Modbury 51043 


Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) Di- 
rector, Professor Peter Fricker, launched 
the 2007 AIS Men’s Football program in 
Canberra. Professor Fricker announced 
the program’s 25 scholarship holders for 
2007 — Australia’s finest junior footballing 
talent. 

‘The AIS, through the partnership between 
the Australian Sports Commission and 
Football Federation Australia (FFA), con- 
tinues to help strengthen Australian foot- 
ball through the development of talented 
young athletes,’ Professor Fricker said. 
‘The Institute’s proud record of preparing 
players for national and international rep- 
resentation is testimony to the quality of 
the program.’ 

‘Last year’s Socceroos World Cup squad 
of 23 players contained 12 former AIS 
scholarship holders.’ 

‘International players such as Mark Vidu- 
ka, Craig Moore, Ned Zelic, Brett Emer- 
ton, Lucas Neil, Mark Bresciano, Josh 
Kennedy and Vince Grella are just a few 
of the players who have come through the 
AIS Football program.’ 

The current group of AIS scholarship 
holders are likely to form the majority of 
the Young Socceroo team that will attempt 
to qualify for the 2009 FIFA World Youth 
Cup. 

The head coach of the AIS Men’s Football 
squad, Steve O’Connor, said he was excit- 
ed by the level of talent within his current 
squad. 

‘The current squad has great depth with 


makes no sense. 

Last week’s paper didn’t feature the Foxtel 
Cup line-ups and scorers/bookings/crowds 
details as this information was not passed on 
in time. Not all this information was avail- 
able on the FFV website at the time of going 
to press either, which some may say in this 
day and age is fairly lamentable. I’d agree, 
but then I also had a look at the Football 
NSW site and they don’t even list goalscor- 
ers in their results, so things aren’t probably 
as bad as they could be. 

Nearly forgot to quote some song lyrics 
this week. In honour of the new series of Big 
Brother I give you these words of warning 
from the greatness that was Hall and Oates: 
Private eyes, They’re watching you, They 
see your every move. 


GOAL! WEEKLY 
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Need Players? 
Looking for a Club? 
Need a Coach? 


Place your classified in 
Goal! Weekly today 
and let us help you 

get the desired result. 


Call 9645 1440 for details 


players demonstrating the physical and 
technical qualities required to be success- 
ful at international level,’ O’Connor said. 
‘All of our scholarship holders are eligible 
to be selected in the Australian Under-20 
squad, which will be announced later in 
the year.’ 


AUSTRALIAN 
INSTITUTE OF SPORT 


‘The continued support of the AIS and the 
ASC is a critical component in the devel- 
opment of Australian men’s football.’The 
current AIS Football squad, which com- 
petes in the Victorian Premier League, is 
made up of players born in 1989/90. 

The AIS Football Program was established 
in 1981 as a foundation sport at the AIS. 


2007 AlS/Australian Men’s Football Squad 
Laurence Braude (NSW), James Brown 
(Tweed Heads, NSW), Peter Cvetanovski 
(NSW), Matthew Harper (Newcastle, NSW), 
James Holland (Central Coast, NSW), 

Marko Jesic (NSW), Matthew Jurman (NSW), 
Jason Naidovski (NSW), Andrew Redmayne 
(Central Coast, NSW), Sebastian Ryall 
(NSW), Ante Cicak (Geelong, Victoria), Milos 
Lujic (Victoria), Bonel Obradovic (Victoria), 
Matthew Theodore (Victoria), Isaka Cernak 
(Queensland), Luke De Vere (Queensland), 
Richard Greer (Queensland), Tahj Minniecon 
(Queensland), Stefan Vrbesic (Queensland), 
Jerrad Tyson (Queensland), Alex Sunasky 
(South Australia), Matthew Mullen (South 
Australia), Daniel Mullen (South Australia), 
Domenic Giampaolo (ACT), Dane Milova- 
novic (ACT) 
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by Succefoo 


Last week _ the Professional 
Footballers’ Association awards 
were announced in London. The PFA 
awards are selected from all English 
professional leagues and_ chosen 
by English professional players. 
This year’s results had a definite 
Manchester United lean to them. 
Does this indicate a swell of secret 
support for United or some kind of 
practical joke by the Footballers or 
did the final selection exemplify the 
players lack of serious interest in the 
PFA? 


Cristiano Ronaldo was named _ the 
FFA player of the year as well as 
receiving the young-player award. It’s 
quite amazing that ten months ago the 
Portuguese international player was 
considered the common enemy to all 
English after he had taunted Rooney 
into his world cup sending off which led 
to England’s demise at the World Cup. 
The flamboyant, 22-year-old winger has 
been influential in United’s challenge 
for the treble with 21 goals from 47 
appearances and has lavished the ‘tall 
order’ of taking over the number seven 
shirt from David Beckham. While he is 
still criticised for his theatrics and often 
threatened by his peers, he has managed 
to play down his diving this season. 


More controversial was the choice of 
Premier League Team for Year 2007. 
An award selecting the best individual 
players to make the best team. This 
included: Edwin van der Sar, Gary 
Neville, Nemanja Vidic, Rio Ferdinand, 
Patrice Evra, Ryan Giggs, Paul Scholes, 
Cristiano Ronaldo (all Man Utd) & 
Steven Gerrard (Liverpool); Didier 
Drogba (Chelsea) & Dimitar Berbatov 
(Tottenham). The team incudes eight 


Man United players. Was this a joke? 


These awards are misleading as they 
are for the year 2007 and not for the 
season 06/07, which is suggested as 
we are approaching the season’s end. 
This means that they include half of 
last season and half of this, and that 
the players were voted for at the end 
of January — and at that time, United 
were six points clear at the top of the 
Premiership. It would have made more 
sense if the vote was for the season 
and/or had been done electronically 
last week. It has been alleged that one 
person from the team completes for the 
ballot for all the Awards, which shows 
the level of credit the PFA has with the 
players. 


For what its worth, The Succeroo 
XI would have been: Petr Cech, 
Ricardo Carvalho (both Chelsea) 
Jamie Carragher, Steve Finnan (both 
Liverpool), Nemanja Vidic (Man 
Utd), Michael Essien (Chelsea), Paul 
Scholes, Cristiano Ronaldo (both Man 
Utd) & Francesc Fabregas (Arsenal); 
Didier Drogba (Chelsea) & Dimitar 
Berbatov (Tottenham). Cech before 
and after his injury has been better 
than most keepers in the Premiership 
if not the world, Chelsea would not 
be chasing the quadruple without him 
or Carvalho who has had to cover the 
continual absences from his regular 
back four. Carragher and Finnan from 
Liverpool have been outstanding for 
Liverpool in keeping so many clean 
sheets throughout the Premiership and 
Champions League campaign. Essien’s 
absence from the middle is baffling 
along with Fabregas who has been a 


Ronaldo’s talents have finally been 
realised in the PFA awards... 


Saturday, 28 April 2007 
Barclays Premiership 


Blackburn 4-1 Charlton 
Chelsea 2-2 Bolton 
Everton 2-4 Man Utd 
Man City 0-2 Aston Villa 
Middlesbro’ 2-3 Tottenham 
Portsmouth 2-1 Liverpool 
Sheff Utd 1-0 Watford 
Wigan 0-3 West Ham 


Premiership Table 


As at: Sun 29 Apr 07 


P WwW D 
Man Utd 35 27 4 
Chelsea 35 24 8 
Liverpool 36 20 7 
Arsenal 35 18 9 
Bolton 36 16 7 
Everton 36 14 12 
Portsmouth 36 14 11 
Tottenham 35 15 8 
Reading 35 15 6 
Blackburn 35 14 5 
Aston Villa 36 10 16 
Newcastle 35 11 9 
Man City 36 11 9 
Middlesbrough 36 10 10 
Sheff Utd 36 10 8 
Fulham 35 7 15 
Wigan Athletic 36 9 8 
West Ham 36 10 5 
Charlton 36 8 9 
Watford 36 4 12 


L F A GD PTS 
A 82 26 56 85 
3 62 22 40 80 
9 55 24 31 67 
8 59 33 26 63 
13 44 47 -3 55 
10 48 35 13 54 
11 45 39 6 53 
12 52 52 0 53 
14 48 42 6 51 
16 46 50 4 47 
10 38 39 -1 46 
15 37 43 -6 42 
16 28 41 -13 42 
16 40 48 -8 40 
18 31 50 -19 38 
13 35 54 -19 36 
19 35 57 -22 35 
21 31 58 -27 35 
19 32 56 -24 33 
20 26 58 -32 24 


Gossip from the English Media.... 


Portsmouth striker Andy Cole, currently 
on loan at Birmingham, will decide at 
the end of the season whether to join 
Australian club Queensland Rovers. 
(Daily Mirror) 


The Queen has revealed she supports 
Arsenal, following in the footsteps of the 
Queen Mother who was, according to 
a senior royal source, “a self-confessed 
Gooner, due largely to her admiration of 
former player Denis Compton”. (The Sun) 
Arsenal defender William Gallas is on 
Real Madrid’s hit-list of summer transfers. 
(Various) 


Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho broke a Uefa 
two-game touchline ban two seasons ago 
by being sneaked into his side’s dressing 
room in a laundry basket. (Various) 


Portsmouth keeper David James doubts 
England boss Steve McClaren saw him 
break the clean sheet record against Aston 
Villa on television because: “I think there 
was a documentary on the Discovery 
Channel at the same time”. 


Former England bosses Sven-Goran 
Eriksson and Kevin Keegan have 
snubbed Fulham but Parma’s ex- 
Chelsea manager Claudio Ranieri is 
keen on taking over the helm at Craven 
Cottage. (The Sun) 


Former Arsenal defender Tony Adams 
believes Gunners boss Arsene Wenger 
could eventually leave the club for a 
political career. Adams said: “He has 
numerous other interests in his life, 
including politics. Tony Blair is a big friend 
and it wouldn’t surprise me if one day he 


follows a career path in that direction.” 
(The Sun) 


Manchester United are poised to launch 
a bid for Jermain Defoe, who is unhappy 
at Tottenham. (Sun) 


David Beckham went to great lengths to 
cover up his hair in Real Madrid training on 
Thursday - resisting Robinho’s attempts to 
remove his beenie hat. But Becks revealed 
his new look later - platinum blonde. He 
admitted: “I have had the mickey taken out 
of me.” (Various) 


Bolton manager Sam Allardyce has 
told chairman Phil Gartside that he is 
going to leave the Reebok Stadium in 
the summer - with Manchester City his 
possible destination. (Various) 


Former Fulham manager Chris Coleman is 
favourite to take over from Peter Taylor at 
Crystal Palace in the summer. (The Sun) 


Former Thailand Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra has made a £108m 
takeover bid for Manchester City. (The 
Sun) 


Tottenham have used the threat of Intertoto 
Cup competition next season as a way of 
motivating their players to qualify for the 
Uefa Cup. “The players are certainly aware 
that a top-seven finish would mean they 
won’t have to start early in the summer,” 
said assistant manager Chris Hughton. 
(Various) 


All facts and fictions borrowed from the following websites: www.bbc.co.uk/ www.premierleague.com/ www.sundaymirror.co.uk/ www.express.co.uk/ www.dailymail.co.uk/ www. mirror.co.uk/ www. 
dailystar.co.uk/ www.telegraph.co.uk/ www.guardian.co.uk/ www.independent.co.uk/ www.thesun.co.uk/ www.timesonline.co.uk/ www.dailyrecord.co.uk/ www.newsoftheworld.co.uk/ www.people.co.uk/ 
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NERAZZURI SECURE 15TH SCUDETTO 


The city of Milan was draped in the co- 
lours of blue and black following Inter’s 
2-1 victory over Siena, as fans of FC Inter- 
nazionale Milano poured onto the streets 
to celebrate the Italian giant’s second suc- 
cessive scudetto and it’s 15th in total. 

Last year, the Nerazzuri were hand- 
ed the title after Juventus and AC Milan, 
who finished above Inter, were punished for 
their involvement in the bribery fiasco. As a 
result, Inter’s claim to be the champion of 
Italy was met with sneers and derision from 
rival clubs and fans. 

This year the Nerazzuri have si- 
lenced all the doubters after a comprehen- 
sive demolition of its Serie A rivals. Marco 
Materazzi’s double against Siena today, 
has left the club 16 points ahead of second 
placed Roma with 5 games to play, leaving 
Inter with an unassailable lead in the race for 
the scudetto. 

“Winning with 5 games to spare 
and 16 points ahead means that we have had 
an extraordinary season,” said Inter coach 
Roberto Mancini. 


Inter’s 07 campaign started with 
4 consecutive victories and three draws 
and then an unbelievable 17 game winning 
streak, smashing the 8-game winning streak 
previously held by the club and surpassing 
Roma’s 10-game Serie A record run back in 
05/06. Inter beat every team at least once, 
except Udinese with which it drew, and was 
undefeated until its loss to Roma 3-1 last 
Wednesday. 

The 07 campaign also included 2 
victories over fierce cross-town rivals AC 
Milan, the first time Inter have done the dou- 
ble over the Rossoneri in 25 years. On top 
of which, Inter now holds the record, along 
with Torino (1948) and Fiorentina (1956), 
for having wrapped up the title with 5 games 
to spare. 

The only downsides to what was 
one of the most dominant Serie A perfor- 
mances in recent memory were Inter’s de- 
mise in Europe and the passing of the much- 
loved past player and president Giacinto 
Facchetti in September of last year. 

Coach Mancini has received a con- 


Road, 


Windsor — | 


Inter’s Adriano gives 
the famous black and 
blue stripes a kiss 


tract extension till 2011 for his part in or- 
chestrating Inter’s success. His astute re 
cruitment in past years of Figo and Crespo 
and more recently Zlatan Ibrahimovic and 
Patrick Viera was fundamental in building a 
team that could challenge for all major com- 
petitions. Crespo and Ibrahimovic have be- 
come Serie A’s most potent attacking force, 
Figo has added creativity. Although Viera 
has failed to emulate the menacing mid- 
field presence of his Arsenal days, Mancini 
credits the French star with galvanising the 
midfield and allowing more wide-attacking 
roles for Figo and Stankovic. 
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By anyone’s reckoning, the Neraz- 
zuri have had a stellar season. Even their 
rivals are in unanimous agreement that In- 
ter was the best team by far in 07 and thor- 
oughly deserved their scudetto. Next year 
will prove a greater challenge for Mancini 
and his men; rumours that Crespo will be 
recalled back to London by Chelsea and 
the imminent retirement of Luis Figo will 
make life more difficult if they prove to be 
true. And then there is the small matter of 
“La Donna Vechia’s” return to the Serie A to 
contend with. 

But despite the return of Juventus 
and off-season retirements and trades, Man- 
cini remains optimistic of creating history 
for Inter with a Hat trick of scudettos, and 
after this year’s performance, he has every 
right to be. 


By Joe Novella 
Serie A 
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SUCCESSIVE SPL CROWN FOR THE BHOYS 


Celtic’s last minute 2-1 victory over 
Kilmarnock last Sunday, a win that for- 
mally clinched the premiership, only con- 
firmed what many had accepted as inevi- 
table since last October. Unfortunately, it 
has been a long, dull predictable season in 
Scotland this year. 

For Celtic fans, the Kilmarnock win 
was well overdue, and would have come as 
a relief more than anything else. Celtic have 
been on the verge of nailing the premier- 
ship for months but in the end, after losing 
to Rangers and Falkirk, and drawing with 
Dundee United, they only limped over the 
line. 

More relieved than anyone would 
have been the merchandising department at 
Parkhead. Within 24 hours of Celtic’s win, I 
received an email from the Celtic Superstore 
informing me of all the Champions ‘07 prod- 
ucts now available to purchase online. Such 
merchandise has no doubt been in production 
for the past six months, with staff just wait- 
ing for the inevitable to be confirmed before 
launching a mass-marketing campaign. 

Almost as significant as winning 
back-to-back premierships was Celtic’s 
Champions League form. Highlights include 
beating Manchester United 1-0, beating Ben- 
fica 3-0, and qualifying for the final 16 for 
the first time. And as far as knock-outs go, 
conceding a goal in extra time against AC 
Milan at the San Siro is a pretty honourable 
way to do it. 

But despite Celtic’s admirable efforts 
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against much bigger and richer clubs in Eu- 
rope, domestically Celtic were very ordinary 
considering their standing within the SPL. 
Their football failed to inspire, producing a 
lot of dreary 1-0, 2-1 victories against sides 
with far fewer resources. Their goal average 
for the season has been 

1.79 per game, the lowest in 10 years. The 
contrast between Celtic’s European and 
domestic form is best summarised by their 
scrappy 1-0 win over First Division side St. 
Johnstone, only a few days after their hero- 
ics in Milan. 

In the end, Celtic owe their premier- 
ship to the incompetence of their opposition, 
just as much as to their own efforts. The 
season brought much optimism of a three- 
way battle. Rangers, with a new manager 
and increased transfer budget, looked ready 
to make amends for the previous season. It 
seems hard to believe now, but last August 
most pundits could not choice between the 
two. Hearts also looked much strong, having 
finished second the previous season, and a 
millionaire owner promising to build a side 
capable of bringing Champions League foot- 
ball to Edinburgh. But it didn’t take long for 
both to falter. 

Paul Le Guin never adapted to the 
British style of football, and his days were 
numbered very early on. Meanwhile Vladi- 
mir Romanov, Hearts’ 
supposed saviour, turned out to be a tyran- 
nical megalomaniac, proving so destructive 
one could be mistaken for thinking he was 


running the club into the ground on purpose. 
During the mid-season transfer window, he 
happily released the clubs three best players: 
Steve Pressley and Paul Hartley to Celtic, 
Andy Webster to Rangers. Each are Scot- 
land internationals, popular with fans, and 
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have been integral to Hearts for the past few 
years. Worse still, they were given up to their 
arch rivals for practically nothing, and all 
because they had the check to question Vlad 
the Impaler. 

In all, it has been a pretty disap- 
pointing season. It often felt like clubs are 
just going through the motions with little to 
play for. Just as Celtic’s premiership looked 
inevitable, Rangers always looked like fin- 
ishing second, and taking the other Cham- 


pions League spot. Aberdeen are likely to 
claim third, and a spot in the UEFA Cup, 
however Hearts still have a mathematical 
chance. Down the bottom, Dunfermline are 
four points behind St.Mirren in the race to 
avoid relegation. All other teams have done 
enough to avoid the drop, and are too far be- 
hind to aspire to anything else. The rest of 
the season is just a formality. 

Once Walter Smith replaced Paul 
Le Guin, Rangers did noticeably improve, 
and have managed to decrease the massive 
gap behind Celtic. 
No doubt a lot of money will be spent over 
summer, as the Rangers board will be des- 
perate to make amends for two poor seasons. 
Next season promises to be a little more ex- 
citing then the one just about to pass. If not, 
Australians can at least enjoy the opportunity 
to see one of their own playing for a big club. 
Melbourne-born Socceroo Scott McDonald 
has finally managed to escape from Moth- 
erwell, and has signed for Celtic. Hopefully 
he’ll prove to be more popular with Celtic 
fans then the only other Melbournian to 
play for the Hoops: Mark ‘I only gave 70% 
at Celtic’ Viduka. But seeing as McDonald 
is probably best known for scoring the two 
goals that cost Celtic the 2005/05 premier- 
ship, he has his work cut out for him. 


By Nic Towsnend 
Scottish League 


